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eae and Middle School Class taken March 4, 1919, third day after the Fire 


RUINS OF NORTH JAPAN COLLEGE BUILDING 
Looking from the direction from which the fire came 
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THE GREAT SENDAI FIRE 
Raging Wind Laid Waste Our School 


How a Fire in a 


To anyone responsible for property in 
the city of Sendai the sound of a fire bell 
carries immediate dread. North, west, and 
south, representing thousands of dollars of 
Reformed Church property and accumulated 
years of labor, are college and academy 
buildings, dormitories, and Churches, 
which a small fire and a strong wind, fed 
by inflammable Japanese homes, could, if 
unchecked, sweep down upon and: demolish 
in a night. And yet, in spite of the lack 
of a water system, plans for which were 
dropped as a result of the price of iron 
during the war, we of the Reformed Mis- 
sion, like the city as a whole, had escaped 
big conflagrations for over a half century. 

Saturday evening, March lst, as we re 
tired, the wind that had been blowing be- 
came so fierce that it shook the house. I 
said to Mr. Schneder, ‘‘If we have a fire 
to-night the whole city will burn down.’’ 
I could not sleep for anxiety. Several 
times I got up and looked out of the win- 
dow to see whether all was well. At 1.30, 
sure enough, came the fateful stroke of a 
fire bell. I jumped out of bed to see. ‘It 
was only a few blocks away. 

It seemed to have started up beyond the 
city Post Office, and was heading south 
toward the schools. So Mr. Schneder and I 
dressed hurriedly and ran over to the north- 
ernmost buildings, the theological seminary 
and Nibancho Church, to begin the fight. 

Meantime the Post Office had gone, and 
the flames were spreading with terrible 
rapidity. Houses far out of range took 
fire from wandering sparks and started 
new conflagrations. The fury of the wind 
drowned the sound of the fire bells, so that 
by the time help finally came, the flames 
were beyond control. In desperation the 
soldiers were called out to raze houses in 
the path of the danger; yet even while 
men were on a roof tearing it down, they 
would have to flee and try to pull down a 
house farther away. The demon, surely, 
seemed let loose. Fire fell over all the 


Buildings in Japan 


By ANNA M. SCHNEDER 


buildings like rain, not small’ sparks, but 
firebrands oftem a foot long. Not a fire 
engine was available. The seminary, 
dormitory, and ‘Church were apparently 
doomed, and the boys now began to remove 
things from the buildings. 


Seeing nothing more I could do there, 
and having lost sight of Mr. Schneder in 
the excitement, I decided to hurry down 
to the middle school (academy) buildings. 
Those surely must be saved, especially the 
large recitation hall put up after so many 
years of toil and effort. All the boys and 
teachers were out, fighting tooth and nail. 
The tenant houses behind the dormitory 
caught the flames and were extinguished by 
the boys. But at last they all began to 
burn at once. Then a detachment of boys 
went into the dormitory and began to bring 
out the things. Scarcely had they begun 
when the dormitory and recitation hall be- 
gan to burn at the same time. Another 
heroic effort, and both were saved; then 
again, and again. By this time all the 
chemicals had been exhausted and the six 
wells on the grounds were empty. A small 
city fire engine arrived at last, but had an 
accident as it entered the gate and proved 
useless. And just then, when all hope of 
help was gone, a huge firebrand was flung 


headlong into the ridge of the chapel roof. : 


There the evil thing lay and began to eat 
its steady way under the slate. At once 
the fire bell in ‘the building began to toll,— 
final sign that hope was gone. A section 
of boys filed into the building to bring 
out the valuables. But suddenly they found 
themselves in total darkness. The electric 
wires had burnt down. Smoke and heat 
and blindness almost baffled their efforts. 
Out-at last they staggered with something 
—the poor old upright piano that struggled 
so faithfully at morning chapel with the 
overpowering heartiness of their voices. 
And back again they went, until finally the 
teachers feared for their lives and ordered 
them out. Some had been in the chapel 


praying that their precious school might 
be spared. But the workers without had 
helplessly watched the flame in the ridge 
spread with relentless cruelty over the roof. 


In an hour everything was gone, recitation 


hall and dormitory,—even the clothes and 
bedding of the dormitory students, which 
had been: forgotten in the effort to save the 


. buildings. Everything, except the founda- 


tion and rafiters of the new science build- 
ing for the middle school, which was being 
erected in the angle between two wings of 
the main building. What between the brick 
exterior of its burning neighbor, whieh 
saved it from heat, and its open rafters, 
through which the firebrands blew without 
lodging, it escaped, until a sudden veering 
of the wind toward the southwest finally 
saved it. almost miraculously. 

That veering of the wind definitely saved 
everything else belonging to the Reformed 
Church. It also saved part of the city, 
for the fire, blowing southwestward over 
the wide campus, lost contact. Flames lick- 
ing along the fence within a few rods of 
the seminary buildings, when all hope seem- 
ed lost, suddenly swerved. The boys and 
soldiers working frantically at the Girls’ 
School buildings to the southeast, who had 
repeatedly checked incipient flames, who 
had bravely carried out equipment and 
books, and pianos from second story class 
rooms, although there, too, the lights had 
gone black, relaxed their efforts. The girls 
began to return. 


back. ‘Safe,—safe at last, with a whole 
section of the city looking like a darkly 
glowing desert, with three thousand people 
homeless, and with a building costing years 
of labor to realize now a few staggering 
walls. The many lesser tragedies we shall 
probably never know. Our teacher of 
botany lost in the ‘building the 15 years 
of notes and specimens which had made 
him known internationally as a botanist. 


(Continued on Page 12) 


Total Destruction of the North Japan College Dormitory 


Furniture removed from — 
our own, home and several others was taken ~ 
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Intercession 


3 HE High Priestly Prayer as recorded in the seventeenth chapter of St. John’s Gospel was offered by 
Jesus on the night prior to His crucifixion. The chapter is called the cathedral of the New Testa- 
ment. Here Jesus intercedes the throne of grace in behalf of His disciples. 

A A prayer consists of various parts. Generally we think of a prayer consisting of three parts, namely, 
communion, petition, and intercession. With some, prayer consists wholly in communion; with others, it is 
all petition. I fear too seldom do we view prayer as intercession. “Communion and petition store the life 
with power of God: intercession lets out this life in behalf of others.” In these days there is need that we 
stress the intercessory feature of prayer. Intercession leads one to intercede before the throne of grace in 
behalf of others. Such a prayer carries with it the power to change things. Prayer is not passive; it is 
active. Some one speaks of intercession as the kinetic energy of the soul applied to the highest tasks of the 

‘ kingdom. 


' Great intercessory prayers are born out of hours of masterful love for the brethren. It is not surprising 
that the people who have ministered most for the good of humanity have been among the world’s greatest 
intercessors. St. Paul, in his epistle to the Colossians, calls our attention to Epaphras, the great intercessor. 
Paul says, ‘He saluteth you, always labouring fervently for you in prayers, that ye may stand perfect and 
complete in all the will of God.” Ding Li Mei, the Chinese evangelist, completely abandoned himself to 
is intercession. More than twelve hundred names are on his intercession list. It is said that he has influenced 
y more men to go into Christian service than have ever been secured by any one man during the history of 
‘the modern Church in Asia. At the death of Robert McCheyne, the great Scotch preacher, some one has 
1 ', said, “Perhaps the heaviest blow to his brethren, his people, and his land, is the loss of his intercession.” 
rs He carried the burdens and the sorrows of his people upon his heart and interceded before God in their behalf. 

Jesus interceded in behalf of His disciples. What a comfort to know that He ever liveth to make inter- 
‘ cession for us! 


Intercessory prayer has an influence upon him who intercedes. The prayer effectively aligns his will 
with the will of God. It leads one to co-operate more freely with the will of God. More intercessors in 
our Churches today would lead to a deeper consecration. The Church that truly desires to perform her mis- 
sion must multiply her intercessors. One cannot pray sincerely for Foreign Missions without co-operating 
with God to save the heathen. A good prayer will always be a good pay-er. The Church is in dire need of 
souls who intercede in behalf of sinful humanity like Carey, Livingstone, Paul, and Jesus, and who, with their 
intercession, hurl themselves, like these men, after their prayers in the spirit of co-operative service with God. 


Intercession exerts a vital influence on the one for whom we pray. Have not our hearts been cheered, 
gladdened, and comforted by the prayers of our fellowmen? A minister of the Gospel can not help but feel 

_ added power and strength when the congregation intercedes the throne of grace that strength and wisdom be 
given him to preach the Word with power. Paul, in writing his letters, says, “Brethren, pray for us.” 
Whenever Luther felt particularly strong he would exclaim, “I feel as if I were being prayed for.” The 
knowledge of some one praying for us strengthens us in trial, fortifies us against temptation, sustains us in 
‘sorrow, and enables us to see God. The wayward son will not remain untouched by the intercessory pray- 
ers offered, in his behalf, by the aged father and mother at home. An immoral woman in the village of 
Torthorwald, in the New Hebrides, was only kept from the hell of suicide because she crept close up under- 
neath the missionary’s window, where John G. Paton would be heard pleading in family worship that God 
would convert the sinner from the error of his ways and polish him as a jewel for the Redeemer’s crown. “I 
- felt,” said she, “that I was the burden of that good man’s heart, and I knew that God would not disappoint 
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him; that thought kept me.” 
tinually being offered in their behalf. 


Many lives are being kept from sin today by knowledge of intercessions con- ; 
The soul in partnership with God helps to fortify souls against sin. 


But intercession is even efficacious unto such who know not the intercessor nor even know that prayer 


is being offered in their behalf. 
by Him for definite tasks. 


Intercessory prayer puts spiritual forces at the disposal of God to be applied 
Every time we intercede before God in behalf of some worthy object we release 
spiritual forces which God can and does uses for definite and practical ends. 
depository of divine power which is henceforth available for God. Would to God we might develop our 
latent spiritual forces and then release them and place them at God’s disposal 


Intercessory prayer adds to the 


This would give God added 


power and help Him to persuade the wills of men in all nations and climes, and have them act in con- 


sonance with His blessed will. 


God longs to save the world, but He is in need of our help. We can assist 


Him by placing at His disposal this divine energy which is ever essential to the work of redemption. 


Our intercession affects the whole world. 

or near. 

‘ God in our effort to change personalities. 
universe itself is changed after such a prayer. 


If I should preach a sermon or write a book, I most likely would touch a very limited number of per- 

But when I intercede the throne of grace in behalf of my fellowmen I touch a whole world. Souls 
I have never heard of nor known are influenced by my prayer by the aid of God. Jts message is conveyed 
to them through God, who is ever in living contact with men. 
It is a wonderful privilege. 


sons. 


God by means of intercession. 


“The weary ones had rest, the sad had joy that day. They wondered how. ie 
A ploughman singing at his work had prayed, God help them now. . 
Away in foreign lands they wondered how their simple words had power. ey 

_ At home the Christians, two or three, had met, to pray an hour.” eee 


We are apt to wonder how, because we do not see someone, unknown perhaps, on bended knee. © ~ 


EDITORIAL | 


ORGANIZE OR AGONIZE—WHICH? 


We live in a day of organization. We are multiplying 
machinery in our Churches. Organization is looked upon 
as the keyword to success. Jesus was little concerned 
about organization. He left the organization of the Church 
to a later generation. But Jesus agonized. We read of 
Him whilst He was in the Garden of Gethsemane that He 
was in agony and prayed earnestly ; and His sweat became 
as it were great drops of blood falling down upon the 
ground. In this agonizing prayer Jesus received strength to 
bear the burden of the Cross. Jacob wrestled with God at 
the brook Jabbok. He agonized in prayer, and as a result he 
became a power with God and man, and fitted himself to 
rear a mighty nation. In order that the Church may suc- 
ceed in her mission her members must have a glimpse of 
the crimson strand. There must be intercessory wrestlings 
with God in order that we may be endued with power 
needful for our tasks. 

The word “agonize” is not very popular in our vocabu- 
lary. We hear more about organizing than agonizing. 
Sometimes we are more concerned about strengthening our 
* organizations than in the enrichment of our spiritual lives. 
When the Church contemplates some great work we call 
for conferences and conventions, at which time we confer 
with one another. It is well that we should do so. But the 
Church must also hold fellowship with Him who must give 
us the power to do the task confronting us. Attendants 
at our last meeting of General Synod could not help but be 
impressed with the fact that the representatives of the 
Church came together for reasons other than that of a 
mere conference with one another. The prayers that were 
offered, fervent prayers they were, were an evidence that 
the brethren were concerned about agonizing intercession 
as well as in organizing a campaign. We trust there may 


be spiritual wrestlings with God during this period of prep- - 


aration for the campaign and throughout the campaign 
when launched. Rivers of vitality, showers of blessings 
have their rise in souls that are on their knees before God. 


Jesus agonized in the garden and received strength and — 


May we not only organize, but agonize and experi- 


power. 
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Man is a social being. 
Mankind is interdependent in his relationships. Especially is this true when we align ourselves with 
When one intercedes with God in behalf of a sinful world the 
If your desire for unselfish and disinterested service is linked 
with God’s no one can set boundaries to your prayer’s influence. ; 


-there are few Churches with which one may unite u 


- With Jesus the final test was moral and religio 
- you accept the doctrine, but this—do you . 


In our Church, as well 


One personality affects another far 


We must aim to become’co-workers with 


PAT! Dy 


ence as a Church the birth-pangs of a new spiritual awak-  - 
ening. ; i 
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OUR CONFIRMATION SERVICE 


The confirmation service is one of the most inspir 
and edifying services in the Church. The young realize 
sanctity and the old never forget the hallowed experien 
at the confirmation altar. The service itself as found in 
our liturgy is beautiful. But in these latter days one is 
inclined to think that the service might be changed so 
to emphasize deed as well as creed. We.do not wish to 
speak disparagingly about creeds. They are necessary as” 
sign boards along the paths of righteousness, but the over 
emphasis of creeds has a tendency to intellectualize religion. 

One of the first things a man is asked to do when h 
seeks Church membership is to give intellectual assent t 
the creed of the Church. The insistance of Churches w 
the acceptance of a system of theology, in order that « 


an honest Christian from helpful Christian fellows 


the candidate can meet the creedal test. The over-er 
sis of creeds has caused the divisions in the Chur 

Jesus applied the ethical test when He examin 
discipleship. He said, “Not every one that sa 
Lord, Lord, shall enter into the Kingdom o 
he that doeth the will of My Father which 


o | ss 
that you call me Lord, but this— 
you give me to eat; I was thirsty. 
I was in prison, did you visit me; 
ister unto me?” With Jesus a life 
is the real test of disciplesh 


didate for Church membershi 
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as well as doctrine? In the trenches, on the battle front, 
in our cantonments, Greek, Roman Catholic, and Protestant 
Christians knew one another as Christians by their deeds 
and not by their creeds. Church membership ought to 
hinge on the service one is willing to render for God and 
his fellowmen, and not on one’s knowledge of doctrine. 
“Tf any man will do His will, he shall know of the doc- 
trine.” The time has come when our confirmation service 
ought to emphasize the ethical phase of our religion as well 
as the creedal. If all Churches would agree to this the 
much-desired day of Church unity would be at hand. 


PUTED: 


* KK 


GOD’S AT THE HELM AND ALL’S RIGHT 


Of old the Lord said, ““While the earth remaineth, seed- 
time and harvest, and cold and heat, and summer and win- 
ter, and day and night shall not cease.” The operations of 
nature are not the result of a blind force. There is an 
intelligent Mind directing the forces of nature. We are 
always assured of the return of spring after the world 
has been held in the chill hand grasp of winter. Our 
desire to hear the robin sing, to see the buds unfold, the 
flowers bloom, the leaves burst forth in their greenness, 
and all creation murmur, and blossom, and flourish with a 
newness of life always is fulfilled with the return of spring. 
The planets are drawn by fiery steeds of the sun, sand 
these steeds are driven’ so accurately that they are always 
punctual. The astronomer predicts an eclipse centuries in 
advance, and the husbandman foretells his harvest with 
perfect accuracy. Irregular as are our winters and chang- 
ing as are our summers, the mean temperature for the year 
varies not even one degree. The bulk and heat of the sun, 
the size of the sea, the velocity of the earth’s movment, all 
are articulated to the life of man and beast. God dwells 
behind the texture of nature and the world is not given to 
fate, nor is it governed by blind force. God is at the helm, 
‘and what a comfort it is to know that He guides the des- 
tiny of the earth. Well has Browning said: 


The year’s at the spring, 
The day’s at the morn; 
Morning’s at seven; 

The hillside’s dew-pearled ; 


. - 


The lark’s on the wing; 
The snail’s on the thorn; 
God’s in His heaven— 
All’s right with the world! 


Bagdad, 
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THE SENDAI FIRE 


From a human standpoint the destruction by fire of 
North Japan College and dormitory is one of the greatest 
calamities in the history of Foreign Missions in the Re- 
formed Church. From the divine point of view, however, 
it may prove to be a blessing. The news, by cable, came 
as a great blow and the confirmation by letters from the 
missionaries deepened the sorrow. The personal grief of 


the missionaries is painful and their descriptions of the 
fire are very touching indeed. The readers of the Mes- 
SENGER, we are sure, will appreciate the opportunity to 
read the letters from those who were upon the scene and 
who stood helpless before the destructive elements. The 
despatch with which photographs were made and sent to 
this country is wonderful and is a striking evidence of 
the efficiency of modern facilities. The MESSENGER counts 
it a privilege to devote the necessary space in this week’s 
issue to a reproduction of the pictures. The destruction 
of the buildings was complete, but in our sorrow we must 
not forget the hand of Providence that stayed the fire 
and saved the buildings of the Girls’ School, the Seminary 
and the Nibancho Church. A glance at the map on an- 
other page of this number will show how imminent was 
the danger to these other valuable properties of the Mis- 
sion. Whilst it is a comfort to know that the buildings de- 
stroyed were insured, let us not forget that the cost of 
rebuilding will be much more, owing to the increased cost 
of labor and materials, than was the amount required to 
erect the same. The MESSENGER has no doubt of our 
people’s willingness to contribute to the erection of new 
buildings for North Japan College. Let us strengthen the 
hands of our missionaries by enthusiastically taking hold 
of this new problem with which we find ourselves so 
suddenly confronted with the determination to solve it 
by rebuilding in the near future. 


Ruins of the North Japan College Main Building 


A LETTER FROM THE EDITOR : ; 


S. S. MAuURETANIA 
Dear Friends: 


It is just 6.32 P. M., on Friday, March 14, as this 
noble vessel leaves the harbor of New’ York. It is a 
rather unromantic leave-taking. The harbor strike had 
delayed the sailing from Wednesday and thus enabled 
us to make arrangements at the last minute to sail on 
this ship. My wife and other friends, as well as the 
relatives of the other members of our Commission, were 
not allowed to come with us on board, and the long wait 
on the cold pier caused all of them to give up hope of 
watching the ship sail out of the harbor. A snow storm 
was raging and the weather made it decidedly unpleasant 
on deck. , Readers will recall that this ship is the twin 
sister of the ill-fated Lusitania, the destruction of which 
by the Germans so horrified America and the whole civ- 
ilized world. The length of the Mauretania is 790 it., 
the breadth 88 ft., and the depth 60 ft. Her displacement 
is 45,000 tons, her horsepower 70,000. We shall not 
attempt a description of the beauty and convenience of 
the Mauretania’s appointments. She is indeed a floating 
palace, and the pride of the Cunard Line. But the war 
has seriously defaced her beauty. Some of the grand 
salons and other portions of the ship are now filled with 
bunks for the soldiers, and much of the magnificent carved 
wood-work has rough boards nailed over it, partly for 
protection and partly in order to utilize more of the vessel 
for transport purposes. Since early in the war the Maure- 
tania has been used to transport many thousands of British 
and American soldiers, and though attacked a number of 
times, succeeded of course in foiling the desperate efforts 
of the pirates of the sea to sink her. 


We awoke Saturday morning to find the sun shining 
brightly on a smooth sea; and when this was followed 
in the evening by a simply gorgeous moonlight on the 
sparkling waters we felt that we had come to “the end 
of a perfect day.” The changeableness of old Ocean 
was again shown, however, and before dawn of Sunday 
we passed through a real storm, and all that day was 
cloudy, with a rather rough sea, and Monday was rainy 
and dreary. 


One of the joys of an ocean voyage is that of Ae 
acquainted with others. In this case, to be sure, our 
first and most delightful privilege was that of learning 


to know our fellow-members on the Sunday School Com- - 


mission destined for Bible Lands. The nineteen men in 
our party represent seventeen denominations. One is 
going as a missionary to Armenia, and the other eighteen 
belong to the Commission, the leader of which is Mr. 
TL. on Jaquith, Asst. Secy. of the American Committee 
for Relief in the Near East. Two of our members have 
been in Palestine before, one has been a teacher in Con- 
stantinople, one a missionary in Japan, and about half 
have previously toured Europe. We ‘soon become or- 
ganized, appoint various committees and decide on daily 
meetings to discuss our tour, outline our duties and make 
the most of opportunities. 
of our members quite ill, the longings for the dear ones 
at home make others a bit homesick, but on the whole 
it is a good-natured, jolly party of men, determined to 
face a serious task with courage, and confident of the 
protecting care of our Heavenly Father. It is not easy 
to make up one’s mind to undertake such a trip, with 
all its undoubted perils and hardships; especially does 
it pull at one’s heartstrings to leave behind those dearer 
than life; but we cannot help feeling that in this hour 
of world iinrest, when at last the Orient seems to be 


rising from the thraldom of the centuries and the power — 


of Mohammedanism appears to be disintegrating, it will 
be of no little value for such a company of American 
Churchmen to visualize conditions in Bible Lands, both 


for the sake of the millions now starving for physical 
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‘named gave us a most informing address this morning. 


The rough sea makes a few - 
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bread and the vaster millions in need of the Bread of 
Life. 


We have so far met several of the distinguished per- 
sonages aboard, including the one-armed French hero, 
General Pau, and his staff, Dr. John R. Mott, the great 
Y. M. C. A. leader, and Dr. Chas. R. Watson, for years 
the Foreign Missionary Secretary of the United Presby- 
terian Church, and now President of the new American 
University to be established in Cairo, Egypt. The last- 


He and Dr. Mott are on their way to the Peace Con- 
ference at Paris, by request of our Government. We 
have in our party a skilled photographer, Dr. Bartlett of 
Toronto, Canada, and are hoping to get many good pic- 
tures of our adventures, the best of which, it is hoped, — 
can be given to MESSENGER readers. Our group conducts ~ 
“setting up exercises” daily and orders at least a walk of | 
two miles on deck every day. We have devotional ser- 
vices daily, and the Episcopal member of the Commission, 
Dr. Boynton of the New York Divinity School, conducted 
the Sunday morning worship on the Mauretania, which — 
was well attended. In the evenings we have diversions. — 
Monday we had an old-fashioned spelling-bee, this (Tues. 2 ot 
evening we have charades and other games, for tomorrow 
evening we have planned an epoch-making debate on 
thrilling question, “Resolved, that mermaids have con 
uted more to the advancement of civilization than” 
serpents.” Thus we aim to mingle pleasure with profi a, 


It will be of interest to those who dolefully pre 
that the writer would be bound to ipive up more d 
this Lent than any previous Lent,” and who spok 

“six meals a day, three down and three up,” to be 2 
sured that so far he has been feeling quite well and 
not only missed no meal, but enjoyed them all. Howe 
he is making no promises, ebpeally when he remembe 
that we will-soon be on a much smaller ship. He 
grateful to record, however, that the first. four S 
board have been so pleasant, The companionship, 
sure, is delightful and most rewarding, It so hap: 
that the writer shares a stateroom with two cultured 
tonians, one representing the Unitarians, | 
Universalists. We trust our, readers will 
alarmed at this, as neither of them appear 
dangerous. We are now about 2000 
and expect to land at Southampton abo 
We go by train to London, where we are to be ated 
at the Piccadilly Hotel. “We leave England ee 
good P. and O. ship we can get, bound for PB 
We do not know whether it will mean a day o1 


in Engiaacs We hope for a bie a least, as 1 we: 
P ole; be. 


a smooth sea, and all the sae 
priately called the “embassy of 
feeling well and some are even i 
we are pc the shores | A 


AD ©. phe 
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does not improve the physical appearance of most folks. 

Rev. E. W. Blew, a Presbyterian minister from Cleve- 
land, O., and formerly from Los Angeles, Cal., where 
he was a friend of our dear old friend, Rev. Jno. A. 
Lenzinger, is the Y. M. C. A. Secretary attached to this 
ship. He is a most attractive man, just the sort who 
would likely be most helpful and brotherly to the thou- 
sands of soldier boys who need sympathy and care, espe- 
cially when they are seasick or in spiritual distress. Mr. 
Blew has been very kind to us. Yesterday he took our 
party, together with Dr. Mott and Dr. Watson, on a tour 
of inspection of the ship. It was of decided interest to 
see the quarters used by the men in khaki, to inspect 
the steerage, kitchens, bakeries, engine-rooms, etc. We 
hoped to have an address from Dr. Mott, but he is a poor 
sailor and his physician has cautioned him to keep as 
quiet as possible on board. At noon today Dr. Watson 
gave us another able address on Egypt, and the work 
of Christian Missions in that very interesting and ancient 
land. The fact that we are to have at least a brief time 
there makes every bit of information have superlative 
value now. The writer’s interest in the land of the Phar- 
aohs has always been keen, but it is only three weeks 
since the hope of seeing it with his own eyes really took 
definite form in his heart. Even now it seems like a 


dream that he is so soon to walk the streets of Egypt 
and of Palestine, the Promised Land. 


Thursday, March 20.—Another fine day, after a good 
night’s rest. We have had our usual morning conference 
and our athletic exercises on the sun-deck. We are told 
now that the landing at Southampton will possibly be at 
10 A. M. Friday. Yesterday afternoon we began again 
to notice the sea-gulls around our vessel and saw some 
other ships on the horizon. A torpedo boat destroyer 
on our port side was signalling with its semaphore for 
a long time. Tomorrow morning will be so busy that 
this must be the final word from the Mauretania. We 
are to have a concert in the lounge tonight, and some 
of us have really been asked to sing. Our group is read- 
ing together the Acts of the Apostles, two chapters daily. 
Ii gives us an added sense of fellowship in our devotions. 
Our hearts are very grateful for this lovely voyage. All 
the members of this genial and sunshiny Commission are 
in good health and spirits, and we look forward eagerly 
to the duties and privileges that lie ahead. 


Cordially yours, 


Paut S. LEINBACH 
March 20, 1919 


“THE EXECUTIVE SECRETARY OF THE FORWARD MOVEMENT 


The selection of Dr. J. H. Apple, President of Hood 
College, by the Commission of Twenty-five as Executive 
‘Secretary of The Forward Movement of the Reformed 
‘Church will meet with general favor. The Church, no 


_ less than the Commission, are to be congratulated that 


‘Dr. Apple is willing to accept this responsible trust. We 
know of no great effort that has ever been undertaken 
in our Church that will require greater executive ability 
than that for the guidance of the Forward Movement. _ 


Those who have been following Dr. Apple during his 
twenty-six years as the head of Hood College feel con- 
fident that he is the man of the hour to carry to a suc- 


Joseph H. Apple, LL. D. 


las Executive Secretary of the Forward Movement 


/ 


cessful finish the entire program as outlined by the Gen- 
eral Synod. Few men in the Church possess, to the same 
degree, the charm of personality as he does, and who 
have shown the same boundless energy as he has in the 
upbuilding of Hood College. 


The members of the Commission at their first meeting 
drew a picture of the kind of man that the Executive 
Secretary should be in order to crown the Movement with 
success. They all felt that the office called for a man 
of great faith, daring courage, sublime patience, and bound- 
less energy. We believe that all these traits are found 
in the man who has been chosen to direct the work of the 
Movement. 


In conversation with Dr. Apple he made it plain that 
his first and great concern will be to develop, to a still 
larger extent, the spiritual resources of our people. This 
is the great essential, for in order to attain the goal of 
the Forward Movement, we must all come to know our 
hearts better by a faithful study of the Bible, a closer 
fellowship with the Lord in prayer, and a moye regular 
attendance upon the worship of the sanctuary. After we 
get right with God and right with our fellow-men, then, 
and not until then, will we be ready to carry forward 
with sincerity the work of the Kingdom. In fact our own 
spiritual preparation will be the best contribution that we 
can make to the progress of the Kingdom of God. 


The MEssENGER wishes to congratulate the Commission 
upon its wise choice of such an able Executive Secretary, 
We desire to felicitate Dr. Apple upon the splendid op- 
portunity that beckons him in his acceptance of a position 
that invites to the accomplishment of a magnificent work 
for the Church. And we believe we can pledge the fullest 
confidence, the heartiest support and the faithful co-opera- 
tion of all our pastors and people. God’s call to our 
Church is, “Go Forward.” 


Law as a Social Bond—There must be some binding ele- 
ment if men are to live together. Law makes society pos- 
sible. Anarchy soon turns into the law of the strongest 
or the craftiest. Democracy attempts to make the bind- 
ing force just and fair to every one alike; each, under the 
law, doing his part for the good of all. 


Bp cee ome ccm 


REFORMED CHURCH MESSENGER 


* eae Ff 7 
~ Aprit 17, 1919, 4 


OD A OS > SE 


COMMUNICATIONS 


+ 


A DIVINE HUMAN SYMPHONY 


REV. IRVIN W. HENDRICKS, D. D. 


A symphony is a harmonious blending of sounds, an 
agreeable blending of any kind. Here in the Cumberland 
Valley, where we enjoy such exquisite sunsets, we think 
of them as symphonies in color, such as only the hand of 
God can produce; but usually we use the word relative to 
the production of many various kinds of musical instru- 
ments. Certain things are absolutely essential. Every 
instrument must be in tune with the standard, the key, and 
play its part well, all must be in harmony, and each instru- 
ment must recognize the importance of the other—for the 
symphonic production. The clarionet may not say to the 
trombone, “I have no need of thee,” nor the violin to the 
harp, “I have no need of you.” 

St. Paul is always happy in his illustrations. He says, 
“Even things without life, giving a voice, whether pipe or 
harp, if they give not a distinction in the sounds, how shall 
it be known what is piped or harped?” And speaking of 
the infinitely more important part of man in producing the 
symphony of life, he speaks of diversity of gifts, and dif- 
ferences of administration and diversities of operations, but 
the same purpose prompting all, and the same God work- 
ing in all. 

The individual must first get into tune with the infinite, 
and have a consciousness of his relation to God, then he 
must get into harmony with his fellow workers. Only then 
can he produce the great divine-human, community, 
Church, national, international—symphony. 

We are still intensely concerned for the salvation of the 
individual ; but we are a great deal more concerned for the 
salvation of the community than we used to be. The age 
of individualism has passed, we have entered upon the new 
era of brotherhood and co-operation. We are no longer 
content to take our own little instrument and go into the 
corner and play our solo, we must get into the great divine- 
human symphony orchestra. We still recognize the funda- 
mental importance of the individual and the nation as the 
unit, but the spirit of our age insists upon finding satisfac- 
tory expression in international terms. We still acknowl- 


THE PROHIBITION CONTEST IN AMERICA 


BY REV. C. H. BRANDT, 
Supt., Altoona District, Pennsylvania Anti-Saloon League 


Since the Prohibition Amendment has been ratified there 
is a disposition on the part of some to believe that the 
fight is won and that the temperance forces can now lay 
down their arms and take their ease. However, such 
an attitude would be very disastrous as it would be yield- 
ing the field to the liquor interests and would enable them 
to bring back their business with its former power and 
influence. 

One of the reasons we cannot give up the fight is that 
the liquor men are not ready to do so. They seem to 
be fighting harder now to regain what they lost than they 
did to hold what they had. Several weeks ago about three 
hundred distillers met in the city of Chicago and they 
decided to pool their interests amounting, as they say, to 
one billion dollars for the purpose of having the Pro- 
hibition Amendment declared unconstitutional. 
employed some of the best attorneys and have instructed 
them to go to the limit and to spare ne expense to bring 
this about. 

If they fail in this the liquor men say they will launch 


gubthts ar ae lie | BN 


They have 


edge the fundamental difference of the races, and do not 
believe in the amalgamation of the white and black and yel- 
low peoples, any more than in a composite musical instru- ay 
ment constructed out of the drum and violin. Both propo- 
sitions are undesirable and impossible, but we must get 
above race prejudice and live upon the higher plane of race 
recognition and appreciation. 

As a nation we have much to give to the community of 
nations, of the spirit and principles of democracy, and of 
the substance of our free institutions; we have also much 
to receive from others in order to fulfill our destiny. 


The American Church has much to give of its substance 
and spirit and practical religion, and it has much to receive 
for the perfecting of its own character and life. The if 
American Church is characterized by the spirit of our 
nation. It is intense, aggressive, given to much doing and — 
not overmuch concerned about becoming. The East is 
serene, contemplative, mystical. The Church of the West ag 
in fulfilling the imperative mission of giving the Christi . 
religion to the Orient is casting its bread upon the wate 
for it will find it after many days. It will be keeping its 
own salt from losing its savor. It does not take a prophet 
to tell that the tendencies of the American Church indicate 
a coming time when it will be desperately in need of 
return ministry of the sober, contemplative, Christianized w 
mind of the Oriental. The fear is that we shall be in 
time of our extremity before we have provided this mea 
of our salvation. 


The big programs for the new era, adopted by all of | 
denominations, are splendid. The distinctly spiritual 
struck by our General Synod inaugurating our own 
ment is delightful. Let us keep our eye on the marl 
before us, and let us keep our soul in perfect tune w 
the spiritual keynote, and heartily join in producing 
divine-human symphony of the Interchurch World Mor 
ment. 


Chambersburg, Pa. Se b, 


a propaganda that will prove the fallacy of Prohil iti 
and that within ten years the Prohibition Amendment 
be repealed. Also, they are endeavoring to organi 


no work.” Furthermore, they are threatening to. 
a movement against the Fifth Liberty Loan and the 
of this is “No beer, no Fifth Liberty Loan.” In de! 
of an order from the President of the United St: tes s 
of the brewers have begun to manufacture beer 
and three-fourths Use cent. alcohol. Also, they 


Prohibition Act Ge the manufacture of ; a 
ing liquors must stop on the first of May and 
all liquors cease on the first day of July un 
is demobilized. In view of these acts of the li 
it is very plain the forces of temperance and 
cannot give up the fight until the as, met 
conquered. Asus ’ 
We must now aim to have laws end 
whereby tbe fruits of Bee ‘bition 
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ratification of the Prohibition Amendment in itself will 
not give us Prohibition. It simply gives the national and 
state authorities power to enact and enforce laws whereby 
Prohibition may become effective. Every provision of 
the constitution becomes of avail only after it is supple- 
mented by laws to carry it into effect. The national law 
enforcement bill is already prepared and will be intro- 
duced into congress as soon as it assembles. This is also 
true in practically every legislature throughout the coun- 
try. These laws must receive the hearty support of the 
people and officials must be selected who are in sympathy 
with Prohibition so that they will do their duty in the 
enforcement of the Prohibition laws. 

To believe that the Prohibition Amendment cannot be 
repealed is a mistaken idea. If the liquor men should 
succeed in electing a congress that will resubmit the ques- 
tion and thirty-six legislatures that will approve a repealer 
of the Prohibition Amendment it will be taken out of the 
constitution the same as it was written into it. To say 
that this will never be possible is also not in accordance 
with past experience. Before the Civil War we had four- 


teen Prohibition States. They were made Prohibition by 
temporary organizations. When these organizations had 
attained their end they were allowed to go out of exist- 
ence. The liquor men continued their organizations and 
kept up the fight and in a few years.every one of these 
states except Maine went back to liquor and license. If 
this could be done in thirteen states it can and will be 
done in the entire nation if the temperance forces do not 
continue the conflict against the liquor traffic. 


There were a number of agencies at work to bring 
about Prohibition, but the two outstanding movements in 
this great conflict were the Anti-Saloon League and the 
Woman’s Christian Temperance Union. They were the 
leaders in directing the fight and in winning the victory. 
Hence, it would be the part of wisdom to continue these 
organizations and strengthen them as much as possible so 
as to make sure that the contest will be aggressively pushed 
until every vestige of the liquor business is absolutely 
and permanently destroyed in this great nation of ours. 


Altoona, Pa. 


PROOF OF THE RESURRECTION 


¢ zB REV. LEWIS ROBB, D. D. 


Did Jesus rise from the dead? If so, is there any proof 
we can offer? Books have been written to prove the resur- 
rection of our Lord. The disciples who saw the Lord 
alive after His death went out and, testified that they had 
seen the Lord with their eyes. 

“The Lord has arisen and appeared unto Simon.” Paul, 

- too, had boasted that he had seen the Lord. This was the 
evidence that both Paul and the disciples had to offer to 
Jew and Gentile—that Jesus had risen from the dead. But 
we are removed nineteen centuries from the eye witnesses. 
Can we at this date be assured? Yes, we have the assur- 
ance of experience. 

The evidence of experience in the heart is as convincing 
as that of the eye. Most things in life are not seen nor can 
they be proven by logic. I know because my heart testi- 
fies, and I am persuaded, though I have not seen. Thomas 

demanded visual evidence. The Lord granted it to him, 

___. but said, “Blessed are they that believe and have not seen.” 

_* Our Lord points out here the fact of an evidence which is 

not the result of seeing with the natural eye. 

es The proof that Jesus is the risen Lord is evidenced from 

the fact that life which Jesus touches is raised to a higher 

__ spiritual, moral, and even physical plane. Many a man 

an dead in trespass and sin who comes in contact with the 
risen Lord is raised up so as to be able to receive spiritual 


a _. things, his impure lusts and desires have fled from him, and 
even his physical strength is renewed. 
ig To this fact we have the testimony of a multitude of 
A sinners. And we need but consult our own experience to 
A te a 


Ill ; 


Keeping Records. It is the duty of the consistory not 
only to keep legible and accurate minutes of all proceed- 
ings, but algo Church records, containing a complete list 
of members, baptisms, confirmations, communicants, ad- 
_ ditions by certificate or renewal of profession, marriages, 
deaths, contributions of a special character for congre- 
gational and othet purposes, and whatever else may be of 
historical value. Likewise, similar provisions should be 
made for the keeping of the treasurer’s annual report. 
he most valuable sources ofthe history of many of our 
Churches are the Church records. In many instances 
ere has been irreparable loss by the failure to keep and 


a Ire yi 


know that when we are in touch with Jesus we have a 
hunger and a thirst for the things of God. Our moral 
nature is also quickened and changed for the better. A 
dead Christ could not do this. Life can only change life. 

What is true of the individual life is also true of our 
social life. Society is redeemed and raised up by, con- 
tact with Jesus, our risen Lord. The present-day empha- 
sis placed upon the social service activity of the Church 
is a testimony to this fact that when the spirit of Jesus is 
infused into society the whole social organism will be 
quickened and redeemed. 

Jesus has changed whole communities of savages into 
model Christian communities. Government is changed for 
the better by the application of the principles and spirit of 
Jesus. 

Not only is man and society raised to a higher level, but 
it is started from this level on an ascending scale which 
knows no limit. ‘Of the increase of his government and 
peace there shall be no end.” 

Confucius raised China four thousand years ago, but 
he could not continue to do it. China is morally and spirit- 
ually on the decline. Her golden age is in the past. The 
golden age of the things of Christ are yet to come. “We 
look for a city that hath foundations whose builder and 
maker is God.” This is the ideal inspired by Him, who 
was dead, but is alive forever more. 

“The Lord is risen, indeed, and hath appeared unto 
Simon,” and to all the world in his transforming and 
uplifting-life power. 


- CONSISTORIAL WORK 


REV. JOHN C. BOWMAN, D. D. 


preserve the records. A Church building may be destroyed, 
but there may be a restoration in new and better form. 


The loss of Church records, whether by fire or otherwise, 
is irrecoverable. A vast amount of very valuable history 
has been lost through reprehensible negligence. Ghurches 
are fully justified in safeguarding their records in a fire- 
proof safe. The blame for the neglect of keeping and 
preserving records rests primarily with the pastor. The 
lament, ‘““my predecessor kept no records,” is a reproach 
for negligence and inefficiency which admits of no pos- 
sible excuse. As a safeguard against such remissness the 
rule is observed by at least one of the classes, that along 


-with the reading of the parochial report, there should be 
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presented for inspection the records of the consistory. 
It seems strange that the enforcement of such a rule 
should be required, in view of the very apparent necessity 
for its proper observance on the part of every pastor and 
consistory. Here, as in many other instances of incom- 
petency, the most thorough class-room instruction in prac- 
tical theology does not make provision for the lack of the 
most essential qualification for the Christian Ministry, 
sanctified common sense. 

Consistorial Work, with Emphasis on Work. The con- 
sistorial meeting may be simply a meeting perfunctorily 
called and attended, where little of value is said and much 
less done. 
know the nature and design of their respective offices, 
and that they realize that they are called of God and 
ordained to the work of the ministry, instheir discussion 
at the consistorial meeting they will review the work that 
has been done and plan for the work that remains to 
be done. For such purpose every board in the business 
world holds stated or special meetings, and for a similar 
purpose, presumably, the members of the consistory meet 
in their proper care and management of “the King’s Busi- 
ness.” Is the work being well done? Then, let it be 
continued along the usual lines and in accordance with 
the customary methods. Are the defects calling for 
remedy? Is there need of improvement in any or all 
the departments of Church work? Do the needs of the 
congregation and Church in general call for a forward 
movement, increased activity and zeal? Who, if not the 
members of the consistory, shall serve as spiritual leaders, 
by their counsel, their planning, and their inspiration? 
The consistorial meeting, therefore, if of any value, needs 
to be followed by consistorial work. 

Distribution of Work. The pastor can do and should 
do much work that can be done by no other than himself. 
Some pastors attempt to do what members of the con- 
sistory and of the congregation can do equally as well, 
if not better, if they have the opportumty. Are some 
consistories inefficient? Yes, and through no fault of their 
own. Oftentimes pastors are over-worked by doing, or 
attempting to do, what others should do and can do. They 
may do more and better work by doing less. Members 
of the consistory may be ever so willing, and yet render 
little service; not because they are inherently inefficient, 
but because they have not a fair opportunity. There is 
lacking a just allotment of service in their thoretic part- 
nership with the pastor. We know what is meant by 
team-work. It is efficient leadership, , coupled with faith- 
ful co-operation on the part of all enlisted in the work; 
each fulfilling the part assigned to him. There is a vast 
amount of latent and unused energy in so-called inefficient 
consistories. It is a wise pastor who shows deference to 
the manhood and the ability of those associated with him 


as members of the consistory. Not by dictatorial, but’ 


by kind‘ and respectful direction, they will prove to be 
faithful and efficient co-workers in the ministry of the 
Gospel. The same holds true with regard to the mem- 
bership of the Church. Men, women, and children, as a 


A FORM OF GODLINESS 
Alan Pressley Wilson 


In the advertisement of a buttonhole- 
maker I was surprised to read these words- 
the other day: ‘‘Imitation handwork.’’ I 


read further to see whether the firm ex- 
plained or even tried to palliate their de- 
ception, but was not enlightened. I sup- 
pose they meant that we should infer that 
they had a machine which would make but- 
tonholes so well that they could not be 
distinguished from those made by hand. 


‘‘Here,’’ thought I, ‘‘is something 
about which one can be deceived when 
buying a new garment, but which will 
show for itself after being worn for a 
while. Hand-made buttonholes are much 


their shape. 


tear out. 


Assuming that the pastors, elders and deacons * 


clearly if, as intended, emphasis had been place 


-mendation for its good .example, should ihe cit 


sought after because of their resistance to 


strain and the fact that they always keep 
‘Cheap clothing usually con- — 
tains machine buttonholes, and hey soon 


_ ‘Mothers of a seheminee ago made ev- — 3 
ery buttonhole by hand, and each loving 
stitch was a wish for the one who was to 
wear the garment. Nowadays we buy our 
clothes readymade and there is no doubt 
as to the make of the buttonhole.’? 


In his Second Epistle to Timothy, St. 
Paul wrote of those ‘thaving ‘a form of 
Godliness, but denying the power thereof.’’ 
From such Timothy ‘was enjoined to turn © 
away. There are many to-day ; 
ply have a ‘‘form of Godliness.’’ | 
lives are a mere pretense. Form i 


rule, will co-operate in the work of the Church by showing ; 
due regard for their. diversities of gifts, and by giving J 
and making opportunity for helpful service by applying. " 
the principle of fair and wise distribution of work under i. 
capable leadership. eee ax, 
But patience is required on the part of all. The pastor, 4 
elders, deacons and people may be ever so willing, faith- = 
ful and efficient, and yet there will be wide room for 
progress, owing to the limitations of nature and’ grace. 
The millenium is still far off. of. 
But enough has been reproduced from lecture-notes to 
show that the students in one of our seminaries receive __ 
careful instruction on the pastor’s relation to the con- 
sistory, and consistorial work. It may be assumed that ~ 
similar instruction, in substance, is given in other theo- 
logical schools. Now that the discussion is open, other — 
and more valuable contributions may be made by those ~ 
whose knowledge, obtained by experience, makes them Tie 
capable counsellors. a 
Since the foregoing articles were written, a “Bulletin,” bat : 
issued by one of our principal Churches, has come into 
the hands of the writer. It points the way to more effi- _ 
cient organization of the working forces in our Churches. ers 
The last page of the “Bulletin” gives the following: notices +3 


7 


The Consistory. ag 
Meets on the first Tuesday evening of the mont at << 
8 o'clock. ; 


Elders. s 7 
Four names are recorded. . 


» Deacons. 
Six names are recorded. 


(Names Given. ‘a 


Finance, enna Pews, Music, Relief, Missionary 
Stewardship. 


Five of the Committees are composed of three | 
meets 


Standing Committees. 


What is papicutey worthy of note is that. al 
committees are composed of members of the consist 
It may be assumed that these standing committees s' 
for Work, and that both pastor and Consist a 
tinuously making a record for efficiency. 


In my former article on “Consistorial Work” thee 
ment was rather awkwardly aad fo: is it no 


Consistory were subscribers to the Messencer. ; 
statement would express the thought of the write 


fact that the “certain consistory” worthy of hi 


exception to what should be the rule. 


‘ 


while they may prove goo 
first, they cannot wi 
and "they tear out 


True religion correspon to 
buttonholes. Both of them 
made; they ell and, 
wear well 


who sim sim- 
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The Great Sendai Fire 


ee Gir 


A VIVID DESCRIPTION OF THE PRO- 
GRESS OF THE FIRE 


We Must Go Forward in Faith, Writes Dr. 
Schneder Yo 


: It was a terrible night, and about 1 
o’clock a fire broke out just behind the 

post office, and the wind blew directly in 

the direction of our Middle School and 

dormitory. Almost from the first, the 

sparks began to fall on our ground, and 

gradually it became a perfect rain of fire. 

Of course, they fell on our roofs and 

everywhere, but the students were out 

working under the direction of our gym- 

‘nasties teacher according to instructions 

given for cases of fire. They were on the 

alert everywhere and extinguished sparks 
- But gradually the fire began to catch. The 
first serious start was on the dormitory 
roof, the fierce wind having blown fire un- 
der the slate. But this was extinguished; , 
a little later the roof of the main building 
caught, and a boy crept out through one 
of the roof windows and with chemical ex- 
tinguishers put it out, and boys were left 
there to guard the place, so that it might 
not catch again. Meanwhile a steam fire 
engine had arrived, but an accident at the 
entrance had somehow made it unworkable. 
Then we discovered a beginning near the 
top of the north side of the chapel roof 
right over the platform of the chapel, and 
there the boys could not reach it. I spied 
it when it was still very small. Everything 
possible was done. But the engine could 
not be gotten to work, and our hand pumps 
eould not reach the place. It was agony, 
but we were helpless. It was a matter of 
only two or three minutes till the fire was 
through the roof, and from then on it 
spread with frightful rapidity. The same 
thing happened as in the case of the dorm- 
itory; the gale blew the sparks in under 
the slate, sparks that had been blown for 
at least a block. The dormitory caught at 
nearly the same time. Then the students, 
who had been instructed to save the build- 
ing first of all if possible, began to take 
out the contents. But very little could be 
gotten out. The most important things 
‘were saved, but some scientific specimens 
and other things that can never-be re- 
_ placed were lost. The smoke rapidly filled 
‘the building, and all had to leave the mag- 
nificent building to its speedy destruction. 
ecause of the brick walls and the slate 
f the fire was in a measure confined 
hin the building, and the conflagration 
‘therefore pretty well checked there. 


where they were in danger of catching. . 


But nevertheless the Girls’ School was in 
very serious danger. Probably if there 
had not been a change in the wind it 
would have gone too. 

Our Seminary and Dormitory were in 
great danger too. Houses right across the 
street from the Dormitory were burned. If 
the Seminary buildings had gone, the 
Church would have gone too. There is 
therefore much to be thankful for still. 


I cannot begin to tell you all that has 
happened since, but for one thing the 
sympathy for the school and for us per- 
sonally has been extraordinary and won- 
derful. Its expressions came from near 
and far. There seems to be intense sorrow 
over the loss of the building. The morn- 
ing of the day after the fire a lady came, 
sick as she was, and brought 1,000 yen. 
Many others have brought gifts large and 
small. Just a few minutes ago a man 
came and brought me 150 yen toward re- 
building. Patrons, alumni and friends are 
planning to do something too. 


The two building were insured for 90,000 
yen ($45,000), and we shall get all of this, 
but have to hand over the debris to the 
company. This is about 22,000 yen $11,- 
000) more than the buildings cost, but it 
is far from being sufficient for rebuilding. 
I believe that a good proportion of the de- 
ficiency will be made up here by the 
Japanese friends of the school, but still 
much will also be needed from the home 


land. The Board of Directors and the Mis- 
sion have already taken action. 

It is a bitter cup for us all, and I am 
exceedingly sorry that this new and awful 
burden must be added to the load that you 
and the Board are already carrying, but 
we have to trust in the eternal God whose 
work this is. I myself was almost crushed, 
but it does not do to weaken at such a 
time. God has given me strength thus far 
to meet the overwhelming work and anxi- 
ety of each new day. Our lives cannot 
help being chastened by this fiery trial. 
Our boys and our teachers have a new 
spirit. There is much ‘prayer. Boys go 
among the ruins at night and pray. More 
than ever the ‘work and planning, it is this 
that will keep me from going to America 
at this crisis. This spiritual uplift must 
be conserved. At the same time also we. 
must be forward-looking. We must go 
forward in faith. May God also sustain 
you and the Board. Mrs. Schneder has been 
doing heroic service during this crisis, and 
daughter Mary has come up from Tokyo. 
too. : 

D. B. Schneder 

Sendai, Japan 


HOOD AND NORTH JAPAN COLLEGE 


Standing with bowed heads the faculty 
and students of Hood College expressed 
their sympathy and grief over the destruc- 
tion by fire of the main building of North 
Japam College, as described in a- letter 
received from their representative on the 
faculty, Miss Mary E. Gerhard. President 
Apple read the letter at morning chapel 
exercises, prefacing it with the remark 
that he did not know if he could read it 
without breaking down, as it was a heart- 
breaking letter. Miss Gerhard by a 
strange coincidence had begun her letter 
March Ist, but was interrupted at the 
third page, and continuing under date of 
March 3rd tells of the fire of the early 
morning of the preceding day. Not so 
much in the destruction of property or the 
interruption of their work, but in the 
sweeping away in a few short hours of all 
the hallowed associations of that building, 
has come the greatest blow. ‘‘I loved 
every spot in that building,’’ wrote Miss 
Gerhard. Then she speaks of the chapel 
with its memories, of the sea of upturned 
faces eagerly receiving the message of the 
hour, of her class room, of the meeting 
place of the Y. M. C. A., which they spoke 
of as their ‘‘Upper Room,’’ and of many 
other places, ‘‘now a mass of charred and 
tangled ruins.’’ Such associations are not 
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formed in a day or a year, and cannot be 
rebuilt with mere bricks and mortar. 

To the bereaved (the word is not too 
strong) president, faculty and students of 
our sister college, and to our own faculty 
member there, the students and faculty of 
Hood pledged their love, their heartfelt 
sympathy and their assurance of even 
greater support and assistance in the trying 
day of rebuilding just ahead. Out of the 
ruins may there grow an even greater 
college, as out of the brave hearts that 
face the present desolation there is already 
born a determination to stand ‘by their 
president and cheer him in the task of_re- 
creating the institution and leading it on- 
ward and upward toward his noble ideal 


CUBS ews 


THE GREAT SENDAI FIRE 
(Continued from Page 2) 


During that hour of despair when the 
middle school was going, the boys made a 
wild search for their beloved. president. 
After many moments of anxiety he was 
found at last, almost in a state of collapse 
from exhaustion and strain. They brought 
him home and he immediately went up- 
stairs to a back window where he could 
see. As he knelt there, watching the fiery 
flames eat away all the hard work of his 
best years, oh, how he prayed that God 
would give him hope and courage for the 
future. Oh, friends, the sight was enough 
to move stones to tears. When the wind 
had changed, and the tension was over, my 
husband arose from his knees and the ‘boys 
accompanied him downstairs to his study. 
There he lay down on the lounge in utter 
despair. He looked so white and exhausted 
that I feared for his life. But before half 
a day was over he was up, trusting in God 
that the Reformed ‘Church would rally to 
our aid, and ready now to shoulder the 
hundred new responsibilities and burdens 
born of the disaster. Two days later term 
examinations were proceeding as usual in 
improvised quarters. 


Soon great crowds of people came to 
offer their sympathy; they still come from 
every direction. The next morning many 
of our graduates and other friends had 
eome from Tokio, Yokohama, and other 
places to express their sorrow over our 
loss and their loss. Hundreds of others 
have written. People came with tears roll- 
ing down their cheeks and many non- 
Christians said, ‘‘Oh, why should your 
building burn? You all worked so hard 
and did such a great work here in the 
North for our people.’’? Yes, why? God 
only knows. Surely it is to challenge us 
anew. 

The loss to our teachers and dear boys 
has almost overwhelmed them with grief. 


The evening of the day after the fire four- 
teen of the boys came to see Mr. Schneder. 
Tears streamed down ‘their faces as they 
told of their sorrow over the loss. And 
then, putting their arms about him, they 
knelt together and prayed,—entreated God 
that He would make the disaster a means 
of purifying their own lives for His serv- 
ice, and pleading that a school like the 
one they had just lost might come to them 
soon again. Oh, if I could have had you 
see that scene and hear those earnest ap- 
peals going up to God for their beloved 
school, I know that our Reformed ‘Church 
would send the answer. The following 
morning teachers and students gathered 
in the Church that had so providentially 
been spared. It was a wonderful service; 
a confession of past failures and sins and 


a plea for forgiveness; a prayer for guid-. 


ance and courage and zeal for the future. 
Every night five or six of the boys guard 
the campus to keep people from searching 
for booty among the debris. The walls 


still standing are exceedingly dangerous, © 


and though all of our students have been 
warned, every night boys coming as late 
as 1 or 2 o’clock are found kneeling in the 
debris where the chapel once stood, pray- 
ing that they may have their dear home 
again. 


Our academy and dormitory are gone, 


gone in smoke and ashes, but thank God 


that the’ work done in those buildings by” 


missionaries, teachers, and Christian stu- 
dents, is not gone. No, that lives. North 
Japan ‘College has made a name for itself 
that no fire can wipe out. A mighty work 
for God was done in those buildings that 
will last to eternit ysofnen have gone out 


® 


ADDITIONAL COLLEGE BUILDINGS 


from those walls that are leavening the 
nation for ‘Christ. Friends, I believe this 
is a new challenge to us to be a mightier © 
power for God as a Church than we have 
ever been before. We American -people 
have so much to be thankful for in these 
times of distress and woe. The watech- 
word of this generation is work and sacri- 
fice. Let us rise to action and show-our 
gratitude to God by making such sacrifices 
for the Master as we have never made for 
Him before. 


Our fellow Christians here have heard 
the call. The first morning after the fire, 
a dear friend came to our house to express 
her sympathy, ‘‘We must have a building 
like that again,’’ she said, ‘‘and I want 
to have a share init. Here are a thousand 
yen.’’ Yet she and her husband are not 
rich. To win two such as they are for God 1 ee 
is worth any sacrifice we may make for 
foreign missions. The graduating class 
pledged one hundred and thirty yen. One { 
of our teachers who has an awfully hard Peat 
time making ends meet pledged one hun- ‘ 
dren yen. The gift means real suffering arc, 
for them, I know. One of our oldest am 
evangelists, in spite of a very small salary, eA 
pledged fifty yen. And a dear old lady 2 3 
who has little money ‘to call her own came 
to offer her comfort by handing us one 
yen. Even Robert and Paul, sons of our _ 
loyal Prof. Gerhard of the school, proudly 
brought five yen apiece from their own 
small savings. 

What will we do? Oh, dear brothers — 
and sisters, let us show this people that 
the Christian is not to be daunted in the 
work of saving souls for the Master, how- 
ever great the calamity that befalls him. — 
Let us rise to the challenge and put up 
the buildings without delay, that God’s 
work in this land need not suffer. For ys 
now of all times we cannot afford to rest. 
To have real peace on earth we must bring» 
the nations to the feet of the lowly Jesus. © 
And this is the crucial time for the savin 
of souls in Japan. Every nation has ita. ae 
hour; this is Japan’s. And Japan will be 
won, if we that are followers of Christ do ‘ig 
our part. God grant that our answer come 
soon. ae fe 


Sendai, Japan. 


STRONG REASONS GIVEN FOR THE 


BEFORE THE FIRE 
Dear Dr. Bartholomew:— 


rae 


pointed by the mission to make a repre- * 
sentation concerning the following request — 
of the Board of Directors of North Japan 
College: 

‘Resolved, That in view of the: fact 
that the erection of the college | building 
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of North Japan ‘College can not be post- 
poned any longer, the work having to be- 
gin in the spring of this year, the Board 
of Foreign Missions be respectfully re- 
quested to send out the money collected for 
this purpose as it is needed.’’ 

Beg to sustain the request of the Board 
of Directors, and to ‘give reasons why the 
request should be granted. 

In the first place, now is the time to 
go forward with all mission work in Japan. 

* The outcome of the war has started new 
currents of thought in Japan. Suffrage is 
to be greatly extended. A situation and a 
Tesponsibility have been created that pre- 
sent a new challenge to the Christian forces 
in this land. Other missions are preparing 

_ to go forward with new vigor, especially 
in educational work, and Japanese leaders 
are calling for a strong advance. Espe- 
cially is it necessary that Christian educa- 
tional work go promptly forward, because 
of the fact that the Japanese Government 
is just inaugurating an enormous advance 

- in higher education that will in five years 
probably result in the trebling of the num- 
‘ber of public and private colleges and uni- 
versities, all of which are to enjoy a free 
field and equal privileges. The educational 
advance will surely be rapid, and if ‘Chris- 
tian education is to keep its place of in- 
fluence and respect it must make a decided 

_ -advance also. North Japan College, as 

‘bearing the sole responsibility for young 

men’s Christian education in North Japan, 
must not loiter. 

" Also in the school itself the situation 

is such that delay is no longer possible. 

- It is possible by various devices to shift 

_ for one more school year, although the 

necessity is distinctly disadvantageous to 
the progress of the school. But from 

April, 1920, it will be out of the question 

to accommodate the school in its present 
quarters. Moreover, the American donors 
to the land and building fund, especially 
now that the war is over, expect that the 
ork of building begin now, and will be 
isappointed if it does not, and some who 
have not yet paid in their contributions 
will fail to do so, and there will be seri- 
-ous shrinking in results purchased with 
uch hard work. The same is even more 
rue here in Japan where contributors 
have been told that such and such amounts 
have been raised in America, and that 

Iding is to begin in the near future. 

ey are interested now definitely in the 

‘elopment of the school, and it would 

distinctly unwise to disappoint them 

a delay which would certainly be 


j 
z 
: 
: 


es 


hrough 


ined fully. The school has, after many 
rs, gained a good name, which must 
n guarded. fs 

The members of the Board of Directors 
sive assurance that efforts will be made 


‘harmful and which could not be ex- 


not to call for the money more rapidly 
than it is absolutely needed. Also it is the 
purpose of the Board to confine the cost of 
the building operations to the amounts al- 
ready specially contributed or pledged, or 
yet to be contributed, both in America and 
in Japan. 

As to the prospects of a decline in prices 
in Japan, the outlook is uncertain. Since 

» the close of the war the cost of iron and 
cement have materially declined, but lum- 
ber, the largest item of expense, has gone 
up, and labor also shows no signs of a de- 

~ cline. 

In view of these things, in spite of the 
sympathy we have with the Board in the 
heavy financial strain it is being put to, 
we think it is only right that the request 
of the Board of Directors should be ac- 
ceded to, since they only ask for the money 
definitely contributed for this purpose, and 
we earnestly plead that the money be sent 
as needed. 

With the authorization of the mission 
we hereby ask for a reply by cablegram. 


Yours fraternally, 
(Signed) 
Allen K. Faust. 
F. B. Nicodemus © 
D. B. Schneder 


At the recent meeting of the Executive 
Committee of the Board of Foreign Mis- 
sions it was agreed that the Mission pro- 
ceed with the erection of the proposed 
buildings within the limits of the amounts 
already pledged. It is to be hoped that 
all unpaid pledges be promptly paid into 
the treasury of the Board, so that the 


money can be forwarded 
needed. 


to Japan as 


A. R. B. 


EXTRACTS FROM A LETTER OF THE 
TREASURER OF THE JAPAN 
MISSION 


Long before you get this letter you will 
have learned of the disaster that has vis- 
ited Sendai and the Mission. Our loss 
seems very great and yet I cannot help 
but feel that we were singularly blessed 
by God in not losing more of our prop- 
erty. If one has never experienced a 
windy day in Japan, and, what is far 
worse, the terrors of a windy night, in a 
city where most of the houses are paper, 
with open fireboxes in every home and 
with wells as the only water supply, where 
the helplessness of centuries in the face 
of fire terrorizes the people, my speaking 
of blessings may seem superfluous. You 
may remember from your visit to Sendai 
that the Mission’s business office is direct- 
ly opposite the Middle School Building, 
the office being practically on a line with 
the street. Directly back of the office and 
almost continuous with it is a covered well, 
and that well is about fifteen feet from 
the frame dormitory of the Girls’ School. 
If the Mission office had burned, there is 
little doubt but that all the buildings of 
the Girls’ School would have been de- 
stroyed. also. However, all the time the 
school was burning the wind blew a gale 
down Nibancho, straight as an arrow, with 
the result that onlookers standing on the 
steps in front of the office never got uncom- 
fortably warm. Several times the showers 
of sparks falling on the Dormitory and 
Science Building caused fires to start, but 
the vigilance of students and others saved 
the buildings. 

I am enclosing a map of the city, on 
which I have tried to show in a rough 
way the location of our property as related 
to the burned area of the city. (Sorry this 
map cannot be reproduged. Secretary.) The 
fire began at A, which is about 2 or 3 
squares from the Zaugg house and its 
greatest extent reached to the Methodist 
compound (marked in red), lettered B. It 
consumed the houses on the opposite side 
of the. street from the Methodist com- 
pound. The small red spot near the origin 
of the fire is the Episcopal compound, with 
Ladies’ residence and Kindergarten Train- 
ing School. The entire fence along the 
street side of their compound was burned, 
but a change in the wind saved their prop- 
erty. The smaller black spot represents the 
Mission property on Minamimachedori, 
where the Nibancho Church, Theological 
Seminary and Higher Department are lo- 
cated. The larger black block represents 
the location of the Girls’ School, Office, 
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Where the Fire Started 

North Japan College Main Building 
Miyagi Girls’ School 

Theological Seminary 


RESP CRON tet 


(The shaded space indicates 


and residences of the Misses Hansen and 
Lindsey, and Messrs. Schneder and Faust. 
The fire was moving in a general direc- 
tion toward the Seiple and Gerhard houses, 
marked with black crosses. The black 
space between their houses represents the 
land purchased on Rokkencho for the 
Higher Department. In the upper part of 
the map I have located the Moore, Nico- 
demus, Schaffner and the Asbury houses. 
We are planning to hold a special Mis- 
sion meeting next week, when plans will 
be submitted to the Board for the recon- 
struction of the school and for the tempor- 
ary carrying on of its work. The destroy- 
ed buildings were insured for 90,000 yen 
($45,000), but as yet the appraisers of the 
insurance company have not visited Sendai, 


North Japan College as the Main Building Looked 


the burned district) 

so cannot tell you what amount they will 
grant. The foundations of the building 
seem intact. On Sunday evening follow- 
ing the fire we sent a cable to you hoping 
it might reach you while Synod was in-~ 
session. 

During the sessions of Synod we are 
praying for God’s leadership to be espe- 
cially manifest to you all and for a conse- 
crated response on the part of His children. 


Paul F. Schaffner 
Sendai, Japan. 


A BRIEF STATEMENT ABOUT NORTH 
JAPAN COLLEGE 


At the time of the dedication of the new 


Before the Fire 


North Japan ‘College buildings in 1906, 
Prof. Paul L. Gerhard sent a brief account 
to the Board of Foreign Missions, whieh 
will be of present interest to the Church. 
The number of professors and students. 
have since increased to 35 and 562, respec- 
tively. Prof. Gerhard wrote:— 

‘‘When, in 1886, Tohoku Gakuin, or 
North Japan College, as it is now known 
in English, was begun by Revs. M. Oshi- 
kawa and W. E. Hoy, it started with two 
teachers and seven students. Year by year 
the school has grown, until there is now 
a faculty of twenty-seven professors and 
377 students are enrolled. 

“At first the school was simply a Bible 
training school. Now the school is divided 
into a middle school department and a 
higher department; the latter consisting of 
a three years’ literary course, open to grad- 
uates of the middle school department; an 
English theological course, open to grad- 
uates of the second year of the literary 
course, and a Japanese theological course. 


‘¢Until the present all the classes of all 
the courses have met in very crowded quar- 
ters in the recitation hall erected in 1892 
for the theological department, and in tem- 
porary frame buildings. The ‘building just 
completed will now be used by the middle 
school department, while the higher depart- 
ment will be comfortable in the old build 
ing. 

‘«The new recitation hall is a fine build> 
ing 228 feet long; brick veneer, with gran- 
ite trimmings. In shape it is somewhat 
like the letter E, except that the middle. 
arm is longer than the end arms. It is 
two stories high, except the center, which 
is three stories, and is surmounted by @ 
tower. The building is one of the‘most 
beautiful in the city. 

“‘Tn addition to the president’s room,. 
a dean’s room, a teachers’ room, a recep- 
tion room and an office, the building con- 
tains a chapel seating 700 persons, two 
museums, a library, a gymnasium and 
fourteen class rooms Of the class rooms 
four are used for English, two for Japanese, 
one for Chinese, one for history and geog- 
raphy, one for physics and chemistry, one 
for, natural history, two for mathematics, 
one for drawing, and one, larger than the 
rest, for Bible and music. The rooms will 
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accommodate 432 students. 

“‘The building stands in a campus of 
about three acres. It faces toward the 
south, and all the recitation rooms, except 
two, have southern exposure. The rooms 
are "furnished with comfortable seats and 
good slate blackboards, are well lighted 
and are heated by hot air furnaces in the 
cellar. Electric light fixtures were put in 
the chapel, halls and some of the rooms. 
The woodwork is finished in dark oak stain, 
and the plaster is gray. In the rooms, 
halls and chapel—all through the building 
—there is plenty of sunshine and light. 

“‘The building is excellently planned 
throughout. The cov ered entrance at the 
front of the building makes it possible in 
rainy weather for visitors to alight from 
their jinrikishas in the dry. The steps 

. from the level of the ground to the level 
of the first floor are within the building, 
so that geta (shoes) can be left inside the 
building. On the first floor on either side 
of the entrance are the reception room, 
offices, etc. The chapel is in the middle 
arm of the E, the entrance to the chapel 
being. directly opposite the front door and 
reached by a short flight of stairs. 

“‘The cost of the building alone is about 
yen 52,000.00 ($26,000.00). Furnishings, 
grading, fencing and lot, putting in of 
electric light, heaters, ete., cost about yen 
9,000 ($4,500) more, making the total 

about yen 61,000, or a little more than 
$30,000. 

“‘Mr. George de Lalande, a German, of 
Yokohama, was the architect, and Mr. 

_ Chujiro Seki, under the direction of Dr. 
_ Schneder, was in charge of the work. The 
Building Committee ea of Rev. D. 

B. Schneder, D. D., Prof. K. Sasao, Rev. 

J. M. Stick and Prof. T. Igarashi. Dur- 

ing Dr. Schneder’s absence on furlough in 

_ America, and at other times, Rev. William 

E. Lampe gave valuable assistance. 

‘‘The building is splendidly suited for 
the purposes for which it has been erected 
and already there is a marked improvement 
in the tone of the school. Only those of 
us who taught in the crowded, inconvenient 
and unsuitable quarters used during the 
past, and who have now the privilege of 
teaching in the new building, can fully ap- 

_ preciate its value to our work.’’ 

The building is one of the best in Japan, 

and is likely to be a model for other schools 
in the future. Said a leading Sendai news- 
paper: ‘‘North Japan College commemor- 

: ates the restoration of peace by dedicating 

eke rts magnificent new building to Christian 

education in Japan, and enters upon a 

eareer of hopefulness that its past never 
dreamed of. The war just ended has ele- 

ites vated this country to the position of a 

first-class power, whose post-bellum condi- 
ay tions call for men of character to adjust 
them and guide the nation upward and 
forward, more than at any other time in 
the history of the land, The school stand- 
ing upon its great principles, furnishes 

just such men as Japan has most need of, 
and its responsibility at this epochal period 
eam be said to have increased tenfold. 

_ We are glad to note that the school fully 

realizes this fact, as Was seen in the sol- 
~emn but enjoyable dedication services held 
under the most favorable auspices on 

Thursday afternoon in the new chapel. Im- 

pressions good ‘and substantial thus cre- 


which was composed of the most influential 
of the city, and North Japan College 
see the day when these men will be- 
© one with the school in their views of 
cation. oy 


tne Bhe Poeaipn community, in a short 
mgratulatory address said that he sup- 
there was never an occasion in Japan 
at an exercise in connection with a 
tian school there were present so 
ersons representing such high places 
itical and social life of the nation. 


ated will long remain with the assemblage, » 


ment; the Provincial Government by the 
Governor; the army by its divisional com- 
mander; the city of Sendai by its members, 
one of whom was the chief speaker on the 
occasion; the Sendai Classis by its presi- 
dent, Rev. Saito Mibuo, and so on. Such 
representation was sufficient evidence that 
our school has won its way into the hearts 
of the people of the community, and re- 
ceives due recognition from the central 
government. 


The new buildings will supply the needs 
of the school for many years. Their solid 
walls will resist the power of earthquakes, 
and they will at the same time express the 
strength and stability of ‘Christian char- 
acter. 

Soon after the completion of the recita- 
tion building the erection of a new dormi- 
tory-was begun. The work was completed 
in March of 1906, and dedicated the fol- 
lowing June.’ The building stands just 
west of the new recitation hall and on the 
same ground. It is a two-story building, 
weather-boarded, and covered with a slate 
roof, but in Japanese style in the inte- 
rior. There are forty ordinary rooms, 
mostly built for two students each, to- 
gether with a reception room, a dining and 
meeting room, a sick room, a kitchen and 
servants’ room, and a bath room. . The 
total cost of the dormitory was $5,255.31. 


GOD’S WORK IS GOING ON IN 
SENDAI 


Sendai, Japan, March 6, 1919. 
Dear Mr. Bartholomew:— 


You have heard the heart-rending news 
about the conflagration of Sunday, March 
2, which destroyed the entire Middle School 
Department of North Japan College. I 
wish to write you a few words about the 
exceedingly fortunate but very narrow es- 
cape of Miyagi Girls’ School. Imagine a 
terrible gale blowing from the burning 
Middle School directly towards the Girls’ 
School, with only a narrow street between 
them, and sparks and pieces of fire falling 
like rain on our Second Recitation Hall and 
Dormitory, and you can form some idea 
of the miracle that was performed before 
our eyes. For two hours it looked utterly 
hopeless, and we were in constant danger 
from three o’clock in the morning until 
eleven, Four times our buildings 
eaught fire, but every time it was put out 
before any serious damage had been done. 
Students from North Japan College, from 
Tohoku Chugakko and from the Govern- 
ment Higher School did valiant service. 
Several of the boys were slightly injured. 
A company or two of soldiers appeared on 
the scene and did excellent work. But, 
as you know, Sendai has no water system 
and a ‘fire department, totally inadequate 
to handle such a situation, so we had to 
fight the fire in the way people fought fire 


a thousand years ago—by means of water 


drawn from wells with rope and bucket. 
Our chemical fire extinguishers, however, 
were worth their weight in gold. 

No one of our students or teachers was 


‘hurt, though the dormitory students had 


to flee at night in the darkness, as the 
electric lights were put out of ‘commission 
by the fire. We removed all the organs, 
pianos and some of the other contents of 
the Second Recitation Hall and carried 
them to the old recitation hall, which was 
farther removed from the direction of the 
fire storm. Vey little damage was done to 
the things that were thus removed. 

We did not even lose a single school day 
on account,of the fire. But we are all 
dazed and dulled by this unparalleled 
stroke to the work of the Mission. For- 


tunately, the J apanese people are standing 


most faithfully by us in this hour of need 
and in very many ways are proving to us 
that the Christian work that has been done 
in Sendai has taken deep root in the very 
hearts of the people. GOD’S WORK IS 


had. 


GOING ON. Even fire with all its de- 
structiveness cannot halt it. 

I feel exceedingly sorry for the Board, 
but I believe that our Church and the 
Board will be given strength and wisdom 
to deal courageously and effectively with 
this terrible challenge. 

Very cordially yours, 
Allen K, Faust. 


W. M. S.. MARYLAND CLASSIS 


The W. M. S. of Maryland ‘Classis met 
in annual convention in the Glade Church, 
Walkersville, Rev. W. R. Hartzell, pastor, 
on April 8-9, 1919. There were three busi- 
ness sessions and two evening meetings, 
at which meetings the Rey. J. Frank 
Bucher, of China, ‘and Dr. Souders, Super- 
intendent of Immigration, made the ad- 
dresses. 

Great interest and earnestness charac- 
terized the. convention from beginning to, 
end. Twenty-one societies reported. There 
were enrolled 57 officers and delegates. 
Total receipts of money since our last Class- 
ical meeting, which is not quite a full year, 
amounted to $1,113.83. We were happy in 
again being able to report one new life 
member, Mrs. Willis Fisher, of Grace. 
Church, Frederick. 

Officers for the ensuing year were then, 
elected as follows: 

President, Mrs. Thomas F. Land, Man- 
chester; First Vice-President, Mrs. Charles. 
KE. Wehler, this city; Second Vice-Presi- 
dent, Mrs. Etha Priese, Hagerstown; Cor- 
responding’ Secretary, Mrs. Paul Yoder, 
Westminster; Financial Secretary, Miss 
Mary Harter, Hagerstown; Treasurer, Mrs. 
Ephraim Cornman, Washington. 

Departmental Secretaries were appointed. 
as follows: Literature, Mrs. Joseph H. Ap-. 
ple; Y. W. M. A. Work, Mrs. Atvill ‘Con- 
ner; Mission Band, Mrs. Elmer E. Dixon; 
Thank Offerings, Mrs. Allen Lampe; assist- 
ants, Mrs. E. G. Shower and Mrs. W.. 
Beard; Life Members and Members in Me- 
moriam, Mrs. R. 8S. J. Dutrow; Temper- 
ance, Mrs. Conrad Clever. 

Mrs. Chas. E. Wehler 


AMERICAN COMMISSION TO NEGOTI-. 


ATE PEACE 
Paris, March 1, 1919. 
Revs. George W. Richards, Chairman, and 

William Henry Roberts, American Sec- 

retary, Alliance of Reformed Churches 

holding the Presbyterian System, With- 

erspoon Building, Philadelphia, Pa. , 
Gentlemen: 

By direction, it gives me pleasure to. 
acknowledge the receipt of your letter of 
the 8th ultimo, in which, in the name of- 
the Presbyterian and Reformed Churches 
in the United States composing the West- 
ern Section of the World Presbyterian Al- 
liance, you request that the Peace Confer- 
ence at Paris may determine wpon rules. 
and regulations that will secure civil and 
religious liberty for Churches of the Christ- 
ian Faith in Transylvania and Rumania. 
In reply, I beg to assure you that, as one. 
of the fundamental bases on which the. 
United States is founded is the recognition 
of religious liberty and freedom of wor- 
ship, the Commissioners of the United 
States to Negotiate Peace could not fail to, 
be in sympathy with the principle of free. 
exercise of religious beliefs. 

I am, gentlemen, your obedient servant, 

(Signed) J. C. Grew, 


Secretary General. 


NOTICE 

The Stated Clerk of General Synod an- 
nounces that the Statistical Blanks for use. 
in 1919 were sent out to each of the Class- 
ical Stated Clerks in February of the pres- 
ent year. If any Stated Clerk has failed 
to receive his supply, w il he please com- 
municate at once with Stated Clerk Stein, 
499 South Franklin street, Wilkes-Barre, 
Pa. 


REFORMED CHURCH MESSENGER 


Aprit 17, 1919, 


> LE OO A A > > > a.) LLL 1 A TL |e: ee a 


| NEWS IN BRIEF 
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Frederick, Md., April 12, 1919. 
Rey. Charles E. Miller, D. D., 
Tiffin, Ohio. 
My dear Dr. Miller :— 


Permit me to report to you as 
Chairman of the Commission of 
Twenty-Five, created by the recent 
General Synod, my acceptance of 
the challenge to become Executive 
Secretary of the Forward Move- 
ment determined upon by the 
Synod. Before doing so I have in- 
formally received the consent of a 
majority of the directors of Hood 
College to “loan” their President to 
the Movement, and of its faculty 
to stand together in administering 
the affairs of the College during 
my necessary absence. 


As for myself, I can only say 
that no man is sufficient unto so 
great a task, and no man could even 
consider it were he not assured 
that there had come a command 
from the great Commander-in- 


CHANGE OF ADDRESS 


Rev. S. B. Mase, D. D., from Greens- 
burg, Pa., to general delivery, Atascadero, 
California. 

Rev. \C. 8. Slagle, D. D., from 3429 Park 
Heights avenue, to 2610. Shirley avenue, 
Baltimore, Md. 

Rev. George A. Ehrgood, from U. S. 
General Hospital No. 13, Dansville, N. Y., 
to Fort Thomas, Kentucky. 

Rev. John R. Hahn, from 3239 West 
Sixty-third Place to 3306 West Sixty- 
seventh street, Apartment A, Chicago, Ill. 

Rev. Ernest E. Weaver, from 201 Pearl 
street to 142 College avenue, Lancaster, Pa. 

Rev. F. R, Casselman, from 731 North 
Fourth street, Reading, Pa., to Middletown, 
Towa. 


There will be no meeting of the Phila- 
delphia Ministerial Association on Easter 
Monday. 

Rev. H. P. Ley has resigned from the 
pastorate of the Ebenezer congregation, 
Sheboygan, Wis. 

The congregation in Wichita, Kans., Rev. 
H. Jerome Leinbach, pastor, has secured 
plans,and appointed a committee for the 
erection of a new Church building. 

“*T subseribed for the ‘Reformed Church 
Messenger’ in October, 1860, and have read 
it ever since. I enjoy it more and more 
as I grow older. I am now 78 years old.’’ 
Miss Elmira A. Kast, Mechanicsburg, Pa. 

Rey. J. R. Rothermel was installed pas- 
tor of the Trumbauersville Charge on last 
Sunday by_a committee consisting of Revs. 
George W- Spotts, Elam J. Snyder, and 
Robert A. Bausch. 

Rev. L. J. Rohrbaugh, of North Lima, 
O., gave a pledge for $100 to help send the 
five missionaries to Japan and China. He 
sends $159, which shows what a wide- 
awake pastor can do with a willing people. 


2 Syd paca ap Mallat tak ie pi y 


Chief, through the Synod and its 
Commission, to speak unto the men 
and women of the Reformed 
Church “that they go forward.” 
And if in faith we believe it to be 
His voice that speaks unto us, we 
dare not “harden our hearts” unto 
the call. 


I claim no special training or ex- 
perience in tasks such as I conceive 
this to be, but I have received the 
unqualified assurance of unstinted 
support and service from many 
men and women in whom I have 
the greatest confidence, and from 
whose judgment and co-operation 
the greatest possible assistance 
may be expected. 


May I therefore in this formal 
way place at the service of the 
Commission and of the Church 
which it represents, all the energy 
and ability which I may possess, 
and may I directly and through 
you, Sir, challenge all forward-fac- 
ing men and women of the Church 
to the call of the Movement, beliey- 


The following ministers are assisting 
Rey. H. H. Hartman in special Passion 
Week services at Bethany Tabernacle, Phil- 
adelphia: Revs. A. S. Bromer, F. H. Fisher, 
R. W. Miller, D. D., A. R. Bartholomew, 
D. D., and Mr. G. W. "Waidner. 


De William Adams Brown, of Union 
Seminary, New York, addressed the pas- 
tors of Allentown on last Tuesday after- 
noon in St. Paul’s Lutheran ‘Chapel on 
‘‘The Minister’s Work as a Teacher, What 
and How.’’ His address was based on 
Jeremiah 9: 23-24. 


Palm Sunday was beautifully observed 
in Grace Church, Altoona, Pa., Rev. David 
Lockart, pastor. The auditorium was ap- 
propriately decorated and ‘‘The Palms’? ef- 
fectively sung. Five infants were bap- 
tized, making a total of 14 since the be- 
ginning of the year, .- 


The First Church of Canton, O., of which 
Rev. Theodore P. Bolliger is the devoted 
pastor, has unanimously agreed to support 
the station at Hwa Yung or Linsiang in 
China. ‘It will mean more than $400, but 
the pastor rejoices, for he says: ‘‘I want 


our people to be linked up more closely 
_ with this great work.’’ i 


Rev. Theodore F. Herman, D. D., deliv- 
ered the sermon at the interdenominational 
services held in the Lyrie Theater, Allen- 
town, Pa., last Sunday, under the auspices 
of the Allentown Federation of Churches. 
Rev. J. A. W. Haas, D. D., Chairman of 
the Evangelistic Department of phe Fed- 
eration, presided. : 

Rev. J. C. Leonard’s Easter greeting to 
the members of First Church, Lexington, 
N. C., is a four-page pamphlet artistically 
printed. Special Gospel services have been 
held from April 6 to 20, in which Dr. 
Leonard is assisted by Rev. J. D. Williams, 
of Winston-Salem. 


During the 20th anniversary of Trinity 
Church, Telford, Pa., Rev. George W. 


Spotts, pastor, the Church pres and 


_ to the congregation a peantiteam 
he 


when ane RS a was 1 


LL TO aL >) <)-e« “ 


ing it to be the call of the Master. 
May we not, one and all, without 
distinction of rank or appointment, 
rally to the Movement and regard 
any challenge that may come, as 
a call to “Selective Service.” If 
this be done and prompt response 
be given, the Movement will be en- 
abled to get under way without 
serious delay. 

In closing, may I express my 
pleasure over the prospect of | 
working in close fellowship with ; 
you, and the fine body of men in 
your section and that of the far- 
ther west, and pledge with you my 
best efforts that as a result of the 
Forward Movement there shall be 
no east, no west, no north, no south, — At 
but one strong, united Church, % a 
girded and equipped and conse- 
crated to the task of so laboring ae : 
that “Thy Kingdom may come and 
Thy will be done on earthy as it is Wal 
in Heaven.” ig 


Fraternally yours, ss 
JOSEPH H. APPLE, — 


& 
. 
” 
ar. 


parsonage were freed of all debt. — 
following ministers assisted Rev. Spotts 
the anniversary services: Revs. J. Harry — 
Kehm, J. Monroe puree. John 


and William By Curtis, Ph. D. 


The 51st annual convention .of the P 
County Sunday School Association wil 
held in Ickesburg on Wednesday 
Thursday, May 14-15. Five sessions will 
held alternately in the Lutheran and 
formed Churches of that place. Hon. C. 
Bower is president of the Association. 
Prominent State Sunday School workers 
will be present, among whom is Mr, W. 
Landes, State Secretary. 

There were present by actual count 1, 
persons at the Palm Sunday night ser 
in St. Mark’s Church, Reading, when 
Gustav R. Poetter confirmed a class 
catechumens numbering 71. At the Sv 


were present. 
day, 2,482 were counted. Special se 
are being held during the Holy Week, 
reunions of catechetical classes of f 
pastors and the present pastor. — Eo. 


The consistory of the First Ch 
Easton, Pa., under the leadership of th 
pastor, Rev. Edward F. Evem a , 
ducted a spiritual congregatio 
during the Lenten period. The con 
met each Wednesday night, after t 
week service, for meditation and _ 
ence. The congregation went well 
the top’? in the War Emergency Can 
and on April Ist the full app 
for the Classical year was met. es 

Seven catechumens, 4 boys and 
will be confirmed next Sunday in, the V 
kegan, Ill., Church, Rev. H. Ho! 
tor. . Miss” Minnie Gransee has 
tismal font in the memory 
who was burned to death | 
ago. The font was used 


ne er 
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16, on which occasion three infants were 
baptized. 

Rev. Paul B. Rupp, lately of the U. S. 
Army, where he served a term of 8 months 
as Chaplain, having been located at Camp 
Jackson, 8. C., spoke in the First Church, 
Steelton, Pa., of which his brother, Rev. 
H. H. Rupp, is the pastor, Sunday evening, 
April 13, on the theme, ‘‘ We ‘Chaplains at 
Work.’’ For an hour he held the closest 
attention of the audience. Chaplain Rupp 
has received his discharge from the Army 
and is on his way home to take up his 
work as pastor of the First Church at Me-, 
Keesport, Pa. 


Never in the history of St. John’s con- 
gregation, Mifflinburg, Pa., Rev. K. Otis 
Spessard, Ph. D., pastor, did death so 
largely take away so many members as this 
last year. The first week of this month 
there were three deaths, Mrs. J. A. Beard, 
Mr. James Spotts and Mrs. J. S. Boob, 
making 15 for the year, many of whom 
were the strongest and most active mem- 
bers. The great loss is very much felt as 
all were adults and heads of families and 
were men and women of power and use- 
fulness. 


In a brief note from Dr. E. F. Wiest, of 
Lebanon, Pa., he informs the Board of For- 
eign Missions that the W. M. 8S. of St. 
Stephen’s Church are sending $1.50 towards 
the rebuilding of North Japan College and 
offers the- suggestion that the women of 
the Church be challenged to raise what 

money is needed. This is a fine suggestion, 
+. but since the women have just finished pay- 
ing for the $19,000 Recitation Hall for the 
Girls’ School, it would seem the time had 
come for the men to unloose their purse 
‘strings. 
“ae The subjects for the Holy Week dis- 
S courses in the Wooster Avenue Church, 
_. Akron, Ohio, of Rev. Henry Gekeler, D. D., 
pastor, are as follows: Sunday morning, 
The Might of Meekness;’’ Sunday even- 
> ing, ‘‘Palms and ‘Tears;’’ Monday, 
a ‘*Righteous Judgment;’’ Tuesday, ‘‘Con- 
__troyersy Closed;’’? Thursday, ‘‘Praying 
_ Whrough;’’ Friday, ‘‘Love Lifted Up.’’ 
- On Wednesday evening, Rey. W. S. Adams 
will give an address and on Sunday morn- 
ing there will be reception and Commun- 
ion. The Sunday evening service will be 
- @ praise service. 

Owing to the illness of Dr. Kieffer, the 
services on Palm Sunday morning in Zion 
Church, Hagerstown, Md., were of an un- 

usual character in that the acts of con- 
- firmation and baptism were performed and 
conducted by Rey. Henri L. G. Kieffer, son 
of the pastor, who delivered a very helpful 
sermon to the large congregation and espe- 
cially helpful to the class of catechumens. 
The theme was ‘‘Whole Hearted Surren- 
_ der.’’ There were 22 persons confirmed, 4 


IN BLOOD DISEASES 


“Like Scrofula, Eczema, and Many Skin 
‘Troubles, 


As well as a general Spring medicine for 
eatarrh, rheumatism, dyspepsia, Hood’s 
_ Sarsaparilla is of great value to men, wom- 
en, children. 

‘Tt does its thorough work in these well- 
defined diseases by cleansing the blood, on 


end the vigor and tone of the whole 
tem. 

Hood’s Sarsaparilla is equally successful 
n the treatment of troubles that are not 
well defined—cases of a low or run- 
down condition or general debility, loss of 
appetite and that tired feeling, or cases 


ts of the worry and anxiety caused by 
. world war and the debility following 
ip, influenza and fevers. In all such 
ts it has accomplished a wonderful 
unt of good. r me 
od’s Pills help as a stomach-toning, 
e cathartic. 


dition. 


he pure, healthy condition of which de-- 


hich we see now very plainly after- 


of whom were baptized and 4 were re- 
ceived by certificate, making 26 in all 
added to the congregation. 

Dro B.C.’ Seitz, D.- D:, of ‘St. John’s 
Church, Allentown, Pa., was the speaker 


at the weekly luncheon of the Rotary Club - 


on Friday, April 11. Rev. Dr. Seitz de- 
livered a fine address in which he impressed 
the lesson that wherever a man is engaged 
in a work that in some way benefited his 
fellowmen he is doing the ‘Creator’s work. 
He elaborated on the work of the business 
man and made plain that wherever the vo- 
cation is honestly and conscientiously done 
they are doing their work not for them- 
selves. He said the idea of making money 
should not be the* primary object of busi- 
ness, but the service rendered should take 
precedence. 


The confirmation class of Salem Church, 
Allentown, Pa., presented to their pastor 
and teacher, Rev. J. M. G. Darms, D. D., a 
fine loving cup highly engraved. The pre- 
sentation speech was made by the Presi- 
dent, Edward Melcher. On Palm Sunday 
evening a reunion of all catechumens was 
held. Eleven of Salem’s returned soldiers 
led the procession and thirty members of 
the class of 1918 escorted the class of 1919 
into the Church. Dr. Darms requested ail 
to rise who were confirmed under the 
various pastorates. It was remarkable to 
note the number of Dr. Dubbs’ catechu- 
mens who were present. 


Rev. Charles Mitzell has moved his fam- 
ily from Dallastown to Maytown, Pa., to 
occupy’ the Reformed parsonage while serv- 
ing as supply pastor to the Maytown con- 
gregation. Rev. and Mrs. Mitzell were 
agreeably surprised on their arrival to find 
the parsonage renovated, cleaned and the 
furniture placed and also their dinner serv- 
ed, by members of the Ladies’ Aid Society. 
On the Tuesday evening following, about 
70 members came to the parsonage and ten- 
dered them a donation. The congregation 
will hold special services during Holy 
Week and on Easter Day. 

Rev. Elam J. Snyder, of Quakertown, Pa., 
sends regrets at the burning down of the 
North Japan College and adds: ‘‘This 
morning there was brought to me by one 
of our members $50 to be used toward the 
rebuilding of the College. I rejoice that I 
am able to forward this to you with the 
sincere hope that it will not be long until 
you will have received an amount large 
enough to replace the burnt building. Per- 
haps after all this calamity may be more 
imaginary than real. This contribution 
represents real self-denial. It was saved 
out of small personal allowances that were 
given the donor from time to time. She 
desires her name to be withheld for very 
good reasons.’’ 

The reports of the financial secretary and 
of the treasurer of Christ Church, Bethle- 
hem, Pa., Rev. Henry I. Stahr, pastor, show 
the Church finances in a very healthy con- 
Apparently the new system of 
weekly giving is a splendid success. The 
envelope offerings for the month just past 
amount to $761.45 and the total receipts 


are $865.15. The expenditures were $376.88.. 


The excess of receipts over expenditures 
for the month amount to $488.27. If these 
figures can be maintained during the sum- 
mer months the congregation shall have no 
financial worries this year. The consistory 
feels that it is desirable for those who give 
on the yearly basis to pay in advance, and 
the financial secretary was directed to com- 
municate with the yearly givers to that 
effect. 

Charlotte, N. C., Mission, Rev. Shuford 
Peeler, pastor, went ‘‘over the top’’ in the 
War Emergency Fund. The Foreign Mis- 
sion service was held a few weeks ago. 
The total offering for the two causes 


amounted to $146.57. The congregation re- 
_joices in the fact that the apportionment 
has been paid in full. The following per- 


sons have been elected on the official board 


for 1919: Elders, Charles H. A. Rupp, M. 
C. Barnhardt, J. C. Peck; deacons, John 
W. Fulbright, H. M. Clapp, J. Lester Ful- 
bright. The new treasurer for the year is 
J. Lester Fulbright. The work on furnish- 
ing the interior of the Sunday School room 
is in progress. Contributions have been re- 
ceived from several friends of this mission, 
but the pastor says that other funds are 
needed. 


The following from a Philadelphia paper 
indicated the standing of two Coudersport 
students in the University of Pennsylva- 
nia: ‘‘Hlections for Class Day speakers 
constituted the most important part of 
the 1919 get-together last night in Houston 
Hall. Over 100 members of the class were 
present for the dinner, and President Har- 
rell announced that similar affairs would 
be held from time to time in the future. 
Clair Wileox, Wh. was chosen Class 
Prophet. Wilcox is editor-in-chief of the 
‘Punch Bowl,’ president of the Franklin 
Society, and a member of the Sphinx Senior 
Society, Theta Xi fraternity. Luther B. 
Seibert, Wh., was elected Ivy Orator. He 
is a member of the Senior Executive Com- 
mittee, is a ’Varsity cheer-leader and prom- 
inent in Mask and Wig productions, Theta 
Xi fraternity.’’ 


A beautiful honor roll bearing the names. 
of 8 young men in the great world war 
from the Willow Street congregation, Rev. 
G. A. Stauffer, pastor, was recently un- 
veiled in the Church auditorium. On last 
Sunday evening the Young Ladies’ Organ- 
ized Bible Class had charge of the service. 
Lieut. Wm. Du Pree related some of his 
experiences in the Marne campaign. Sev- 
eral solos and ‘‘The Star-Spangled Ban- 
ner’’ in pantomime were effectively ren- 
dered. The class enriched its treasury by 
$12. The Senior Mission Study Class finds 
the ‘Path of Labor’’ very interesting and 
instructive under the leadership of Mrs. 
C. H. Breckbill. Miss Mary Pugh’s class 
of young girls entertained Miss Lillie 
Breckhbill’s class of boys at a St. Patrick’s 
party. 

The recent meeting of the Boy Scouts 
of St. Mark’s Church, Reading, Pa., Rev. 
Gustav R. Poetter, pastor, was in the 
nature of a farewell to the scoutmaster,. 
Henry S. Haller. Three years ago Mr. 
Haller started to work with seven boys and 
progressed rapidly. He leaves behind him 
an organized boyhood of 175 lads who are 
working at the top-notch of efficiency. Mr. 
Haller was also teacher of the Boys’ Bible 
‘Class, the largest intermediate Sunday 
School class in Berks County, with a mem- 
bership of 82 boys. A unique ceremony 
took place when the seal of the 22nd Troop, 
B. 8. A., was turned over to the new scout- 
master, William A. Morrow, who will take 
Mr. Haller’s place. Mr. Haller has se- 
cured a position under Dr. Joseph H. Ap- 
ple, Executive Secretary of the Forward 
Movement of the Reformed Church. 


The first Palm Sunday in the new home: 


of the First Church, Wilkes-Barre, Pa., 
Rev. J. Rauch Stein, pastor, was marked 
with the confirmation of one of the largest 
classes for a number of years. Twenty- 
nine young ‘people gathered around the 
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chancel to record their vows of service and 
loyalty to Christ and the Church. The 
auditorium was fitly adorned with palms 
and the altar vases were filled by kindred 
in memory of Mrs. Anna Katharine Mal- 
kemes. An audience that entirely filled 
the room and a large portion of the ad- 
jacent Sunday School room was present to 
participate in sober joy of the service of 


consecration. The members of the class 
were presented with ‘‘The Golden Censer’’ 
by the consistory and congregation. In 
the evening the pastor preached a sermon 
to all the young people who have been con- 
firmed during the present pastorate, dating 
from April, 1917, to the present time. Dur- 
ing Passion Week services will be held 
every evening at 8 o’clock. 

On last Sunday morning Trinity Sunday 
School, Pottstown, Pa., Rev. J. Hamilton 
Smith, pastor, voted unanimously to erect 
an addition to the Sunday School to be 
known as ‘‘The Soldiers’ and Sailors’ Me- 
morial.’’ The cost of the project will be 
about $4,000, and the Young Men’s Bible 
Class pledged $1,250 towards the required 
fund and the Young Women’s Bible Class, 
$1,000. Several other classes have already 
made pledges. The addition will be erected 
at the northeast corner of the Church prop- 
erty and the lines of the Church structure 
will be run flush with the present building 
line. In the new addition will be placed 
a social room with kitchen attachment. 
Various social events will be held there. 
‘The infant department will also be changed 
to the addition and the space now taken 
up by the infant department will be re- 
modeled and occupied by organized Bible 
classes. 

The work of the Federated Reformed and 
Presbyterian Churches of McConnellsburg, 
Pa., Rev. William J. Lowe, pastor, has 
been moving along very successfully. The 
Lenten season has been observed with a 
special service every week alternating be- 
tween the two ‘Churches. The following 
ministers brought very helpful messages: 
Rev. George A. McAlister, pastor of the 
Central Presbyterian Church of Chambers- 
burg, Pa.; Rev. T. A. Alspach, pastor of 
St. John’s Reformed ‘Church of Chambers- 
burg; Rev. J. G. Rose, D. D., pastor of the 
Presbyterian Church of Mercersburg, Pa., 
and Rev. I. W. Hendricks, D. D., pastor of 
Zion Reformed ‘Church of Chambersburg. 
During Holy Week, Rev. Gustav Teske, 
pastor of the Reformed Church of Ft. Lou- 
-. don, and Rev. W. L. Mudge, pastor of Fall- 
ing Spring Presbyterian Church of Cham- 
bersburg, are the visiting ministers. A 
membership drive by the Federated Christ- 
ian Endeavor Society brought an increase 
of 40% to the roll of the society. In the 
special offerings of the Reformed congre- 
gation, $42 was contributed to the Hoft- 
man Orphanage and in the War Emergency 
Campaign the congregation went ‘‘over the 
top’? by contributing 14% more than its 
quota, or $70. The Mite Society of the 
Reformed congregation is having a num- 
ber of improvements made to the parson- 
age, which includes the building of an open 
hardwood stairway, enlarging two rooms, 
papering and painting. The Aid Society 
of the Presbyterian congregation is hay- 
ing extensive repairs made to the Presby- 
terian Church 


WILL RETURN TO AMERICA BY SEP- 
TEMBER 


I write to let you know that I have 
engaged passage for myself and family on 
the ‘*Tenyo Maru,’’ due to sail from Yoko- 
homa on July 29th. We expect to reach 
Lancaster and Philadelphia about Septem- 
ber Ist. We had hoped to be able to get 
home earlier, but with the work there is 
to do here and with the difficulty there is 
in getting rooms, because the boats are so 
crowded, this seemed to be the best that 
we could do. 

With you, as with us, I am sure the 
thought of our great loss, of our Middle 


School Building and Dormitory, is ever 
present. It is crushing and yet we feel 
that with God’s help it will be possible 
to still carry out His will for the Tohoku 
through the work of the Tohoku Gakuin. 
We are very greatly encouraged by the 
sympathy and hearty support that is com- 
ing from the Japanese friends of the school. 

I think I need not tell you that any help 
I or my family can give you after our 
return we shall be most glad to give. You 
can count on our full and hearty sympathy 
and support in whatever plans you are 
making for the carrying forward of the 
campaign in the months after our return. 

We are all well and are beginning to look 
forward to the time when+we shall see 
you again. . 

Paul L. Gerhard 
Sendai, Japan 


TWO NEEDS IN OUR CHINA MISSION 


Our hospital at Shenchowfu is without a 
nurse at the present time, due to the ab- 
sence of Miss Elizabeth J. Miller, who is 
doing Red Cross work in Siberia. After 
her release from this noble service she 
should return to America on furlough. It 
is very important that there should be two 
nurses in each of our hospitals in China. 
Unfortunately, Miss Miller is the only nurse 
in the Shenchowfu Hospital. 

Great as is the need for an additional 
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Welcome Meeting—The W. M. S. of 
Grace Church, Easton, Pa., held its monthly 
meeting on the night of March 27, at the 
home of the president, Mrs. O. H. E. 
Rauch. After a short business session, the 
meeting was taken in charge by the social 
committee and Mrs. W. A. Stotz quickly 
turned the meeting into a reception to 
the new members. The society had a mem- 
bership of 20, to which the ‘‘Increase Cam- 
paign’’ added 23 new members. 
program and refreshments made the new 
members feel very much at home. ” 


Missionary Play—Recently the Home 
Missionary play, ‘‘Granny of the Hills,’’ 
was presented in the chapel of the Church 
of the Incarnation, Newport, Pa., in the 
interest of the W. M. 8S. This play was 
given by the young people of the Church, 
and was directed by Mrs. Philip Fickes, 
president of the W. M. 8. The primary 
room proved a most suitable stage, the 
scene showed the pines near ‘‘Granny’s 
cabin’’ and presented a pleasing Southern 
seene. The play consisted of four parts. 
Several musical numbers were introduced, 
which added much to the desired effect. A 
large and appreciative audience enjoyed 
the missionary evening. The offering was 
$22.45. 
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These and more are to be four 
Hence, the popularity of the 


School of Theology, July 7-26 — : rs ing 
School for Christian eben tet 8 


ment of hill and lake. 
its summer schools. 


Write for information to! 


dinereased 100% 


A short 


: 


nurse, it is not any greater than the need 
for another physician. The Board is 
anxious to appoint an additional nurse and 
doctor without delay. It will be a special 
favor if the names of properly qualified 
nurses and physicians for the foreign field 
will be sent to the Secretary. It may not 
be generally known, but doctors and nurses 
are among the most difficult persons to en- 
list in the work of Foreign Missions. 

Send all information to Rev. Allen R. 
Bartholomew, D. D., Fifteenth and Race 
streets, Philadelphia, Pa. 


NOTICE , ¢ 


East Susquehanna Classis will meet at Lia 
Gowen City, Pa., Monday, May 19, at 7.30 sea 
P. M. Shamokin is the nearest railroad 
station. Arrangements will be made to 
meet members of Boards and others desir- 
ing to visit Classis if this desire is made — 
known to the local pastor, Rev. O. ces 
Moyer, Shamokin, Pa., R. D. . 


WAR EMERGENCY FUND 


Treasurer Harry E. Paisley reports tha 
receipts up to April 14, 1919, total ve 
574.55. ‘All funds for this object should 
be forwarded at once to him at Fifteenth 
and Race streets, Philadelphia. a 


James M. 8. Isenberg, Be 


First Anniversary W. M. 8. 0 
Christ ‘Church, Norristown, Pa., observ: 
its first anniversary on March 10, with 
public service. Prof. H. Lequear, of 
gave a fine address. The membersh 
during the pa: 
months, making a total membe: 
The society has iyed up to the ‘ 


"PRIVATE. 
COMMUNION SERVICE 


An Appropriate Gift for 
Your Pastor 


" Size of case : Height, 634, Width 534, Taal 
A Handsome Service for a Moderate Pri ‘ 


Price, $15.00 


15th and Race Streets - 


- 


Certificates, Wedding Booklets, Ord 
Worship. Bound in White Leather. — 
lication and 8. S. Board of the R 
Church, 15th & Race dea nilad 


d in Aub 
ablis 


of Excellence.’’? A Thank Offering service 
was held in December. At that time the 
membership was 20, with a smaller number 
of Thank Offering boxes than members. 
The Thank Offering boxes had been dis- 
tributed less than 3. months, and the offer- 
ing was $24. 


A Metamorphosis—During the war, Me- 
morial Church, Easton, Rev. John P. Dief- 
fenderfer, pastor, maintained one of the 
most active Red Cross Auxiliaries in 
Easton. With one accord, this auxiliary 
has decided to change itself into a W. M. 
$., and extend its usefulness and service. 
The organization meeting was held on the 
7th of April. 


LETTER FROM THE UNITED MISSION- 
ARY AND STEWARDSHIP 
COMMITTEE 


To the Members of the Reformed Church: 


This is the crucial month of the year in 
the work of our Church. It is the period 
of intense spiritual activity in every con- 
gregation and it is the time when the 
final steps are taken in the payment of 
the amounts that are needed to carry on 

_ the missionary and benevolent work of the 
‘Church. 
The Boards of Home Missions and For- 


eign Missions must each have at least. 


- *#150,000 more in these next two months, if 

the apportionment is to be paid in full 

and the debts of these Boards are not to 
be further increased. The work of Home 

_ Missions and Foreign Missions being done 

_ by the Boards is the work of our congre- 

gations and people and it should be their 

Ce honor and joy to give as unto the Lord 
the money that is needed to carry on that 
ae wvork, 

; : Some large gifts may be necessary from 
well-to-do members of your congregation 
to supplement what will be received in 

. Riicther ways, but everyone should be given 

an opportunity to give toward this work. 

Let us go ‘‘over the top’’ in the matter 

Pot apportionment this year. Congregations 
and Classes should not stop with the 
amount of the apportionment, for it is not 

a final goal but a minimum. Let us make 

this a record year, and show that we are 

at prepared for the FORWARD MOVEMENT 

_ upon which we are about to enter. 


Age es 


1a 
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Yours very sincerely, 


The United Missionary and Stewardship 
_ Committee. 


William E. Lampe, Secretary. 


FORMED CHURCHES 


At a recent meeting of the Executive 
ommittee of the American Section of the 
‘orld Presbyterian Alliance, the very im- 
portant subject’ of the situation of the 
esbyterian and Reformed Churches of 
ve Continent of Europe was under careful 
isideration. The committee was pro- 
undly impressed by the widespread inter- 
- manifested throughout the United 
es, in the condition ‘of all the European 
testant Churches. The Churches of 
nee and Belgium along with the Italian 
hurches, known as Waldensian, are 
winches of the World Presbyterian Alli- 

and are in great need. We appeal 
all our Presbyterian and Reformed con- 
egations to do what they can to further 
interests of our despoiled brethren. We 
Jad that the Executive ‘Commission of 
Nghe Assembly of the Presbyterian 
ch in the U. S. A. has authorized the 
to raise $500,000 for European 
rch es of our faith and order, and that 
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the two Reformed Churches, the United 
Presbyterian Church, the Presbyterian 
Church in the U. 8., and other kindred 
bodies are engaged also in the work. It 
is suggested that if any congregations are 
uncertain as to where to forward their 
contributions, that they send the money 
to Mr. Philip E. Howard, American Treas- 
urer of the World Presbyterian Alliance, 
1031 Walnut street, Philadelphia, Pa. Mr. 
Howard will undertake the work of for- 
warding the moneys to the proper quarter, 
as donors may direct. 

In behalf of the American Section of 
the World Presbyterian Alliance. 


Wm. H. Roberts, 
James I. Good, 

J. Preston Searle, 
J. C. Scouller, 

Cc. S. Cleland, 

R. H. Fleming. 


| NEWS OF THE WEEK 


GENERAL COMMENT 


England’s New Education Law—The 
British Parliament has passed a new law 
that will go into effect in the near future, 
by which will be regulated the labor of 
boys and girls far more effectually than 
under the present law. This new law pro- 
vides that children under 14 years of age 
shall not under any circumstances work in 
mines, factories or manufacturing estab- 
lishments. The old law made the maximum 
age of a child forbidden such toil 12 years. 
Thus it will be seen that two full years 
are added to the school life of a child. It 
is provided also by this law that between 
the ages of 14 and 16 all children must at- 
tend school at least 8 hours a week. This 
would preclude the employment of children 
under 16 for full time in the mines, fac- 
tories and workshops. 

Somewhat different is the arrangement 
for general employment, as it is called. 
Children under the age of 14 may engage 
in what is known as general employment, 
which presumably means work in the home 
and on the farm and the like. This, how- 
ever, is not stated in the law passed by 
Parliament. It is left to be regulated by 
the local by-laws of the towns, villages and 
townships. No doubt this is a weak point 
in the new law. The fact that two towns 
side by side may have different local laws 
will undoubtedly mean inconvenience to 
the people. In one town what would be a 
misdemeanor would be perfectly legitimate 
in a neighboring town. 


' England has been slower than any other 
great modern enlightened nation in estab- 
lishing an educational system to provide 
for the masses of the people. The educa- 
tion law passed under Gladstone in 1870 
was the first British law for general edu- 
cation that deserves notice. Since then 
that. law has been amended from time to 
time. The present one, which contains 
much more than we have enumerated above, 
is the best of British laws on education. 

Mr. Root’s Amendment—Among the 
various amendments that have been pro- 
posed to the League of Nations program 
those suggested by former Senator Root 
are most talked about. And it is said they 
have made a genuine impression on the 

Peace Conference delegates at Paris. A 
few of the most important suggestions 
made by Mr. Root are: 1. To limit the 
authority of the League of Nations to 
justiciable questions, also to define what 
justiciable questions are and to leave to 
an international court the decision as to’ 
this matter. 


‘ 


ST. PAUL’S CLASSIS 


A special meeting of St. Paul’s Classis 

was held in Zion’s Reformed Church, 
saan Pa., Tuesday, April 8th, 1919, 

1.30 P. M., to consider the following items 
of business: 


1. To receive Mr. Howard Franklin 
Lock of the Greenville Reformed ‘Church, 
as a student for the Me ministry. 


2. To dismiss Rav. A. K. Kline to West- 
moreland Classis. 


3. To consider the interests of the 
pymaturing charge. 

The matter of the pymaturing charge 
was referred to a special committee, con- 
sisting of Revs. A. M. Keifer, H. 8. Nich- 
olson and Elder William J. Moyer. The 
call was considered item by item and 
adopted as a whole. 


H .S. Nicholson, Stated ‘Clerk 


ie) ee eee 


Mr. Root, in the second place, calls for a 
conference of the powers within the next 


_ five years for the purpose of codifying in- 


ternational law. This should be after the 
League has been in operation at least two 
years. 

The next suggestion dealt with by Mr. 
Root plainly points to the Monroe Doctrine, 
but does not specifically mention it. It 
provides that nothing in this constitution 
shall be construed to imply a relinquish- 
ment by the United States of its tradi- 
tional attitude toward purely American 
questions. This will doubtless satisfy many 
objections in this country, although it 
seems doubtful whether it was necessary. 

One of Mr. Root’s amendments would 
provide “tat the constitution of the 
League may be amended by a general con- 
vention of all the nations concerned; such 
convention to be composed of elected dele- 
gates which should meet in not less than 
five years or more than ten years after the 
League goes into effect. It is believed that 
with the adoption of these amendments 
or the most important of them that the ob- 
jection to the League in the United States 
Senate will dwindle away and that the 
great document will be adopted. 

The Peace Conference—It seems at last 
that the Peace ‘Conference sitting in Paris 
is about to reach some important conclu- 
sions, and it is now announced by Premier 
Lloyd George and others that the whole 
document will probably be finished by 


' Easter Sunday. Last week in a single 
_ day the Conference reached a conclusion 


on the four most important points with 
which it has to deal. 

One of these is the amount of war dam- 
ages to be assessed on the ‘Central Powers. 
This, it is true, was not decided in full, 


' but it was arranged that five billion dol- 
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lars damages should be paid by the Cen- 
tral Powers within the next two years, and 


that thereafter there should be an Allied 
Committee to sit for thirty years and to 
assess the remaining damages. This was 


probably as satisfactory a conclusion as 
could possibly have been reached. 

A second point of settlement was that 
with reference to the Saar Valley, which 
includes the great coal fields of that local- 
ity. It was decided by the Conference that 
the government of this region be continued 
in the hands of Germany, but that the 
French have the right of working the coal 
mines for a period of 15 years unless other- 
wise decided later. The object of this de- 
cision is to reimburse France for the large 
coal mines about Lens, which they not only 
had control of during most of the war 
period, but which on departing they de- 
stroyed and left in such a condition that 
they could not be worked for several years. 
It is said that if Germany will restore the 
French mines at Lens and make them fit 
for operation the French will withdraw 
from the Saar Valley earlier than at the 
time specified. 

A third of the great questions decided 
last week was the future of the city of 
Fiume. Italy had insisted from the begin- 
ning that this city across the Adriatic 
should fall to her as a part of the spoils 
of war and as promised by her secret treaty 
with England before she entered the war. 
It was found to be impracticable to turn 
this city over to Italy because of the great 
opposition of the Slavs in that region. 
Hence a compromise has been reached and 
Italy has agreed that the city be interna- 
tionalized. The fourth point decided on 
was with respect to the exiled German 
Kaiser now in Holland. It was determined 
that the matter be turned over to one of 
the Allies, presumably Belgium. 

It is believéd that with these great ques- 
tions settled, the minor ones, such as run- 
ning boundary lines and deciding labor 
problems and the like, can be settled with- 
out serious friction. The world will re- 
joice that the Peace Conference is at last 
ready to produce a document that it is 
hoped will be satisfactory to all parties. 


DOMESTIC 


The Michigan voters defeated a consti- 
tutional amendment modifying the State 
prohibition laws at the election April 8th 
by a larger majority than when they voted 
the State dry in 1916. 

The ambition of New Jersey legislators 
' to make Atlantic 'City the ‘‘capital of the 
world’’ took definite form when the lower 
House unanimously adopted asbill enabling 
the city to acquire land and buildings to 
house the headquarters of the League of 
Nations. 

After lying dormant for a year, Mount 
Lassen, in the Sierras, has resumed vol- 
canie eruptions. 

Three thousand internal revenue agents, 
working in specially arranged zones 
throughout the United States, will enforce 
prohibtion after July 1, according to plans 
announced by the revenue bureau. 

A severe windstorm, which swept North- 
ern Texas and Southern Oklahoma, caused 
the death of more than one hundred per- 
sons, injuring several hundred. The loss 
to property will run into the millions. 

Almost half of the building projects un- 
dertaken or decided upon in Pennsylvania 
have been indefinitely deferred, largely 
because of high wages and high material 
costs, according to.a survey just completed 
by the Department of Labor. 

Announcement has been made that John 
D. Rockefeller had contributed $250,000 
to a fund being raised by the National 
Committcé of Northern Baptist laymen to 
care for aged ministers and missionaries. 

General Pershing’s headquarters band, 
composed of 150 picked musicians from the 
American Expeditionary Force, will tour 
the principal cities of the Eastern States 
as a feature of ie publicity campaign for 


the Victory Loan drive. 

Lieutenant Colonel Ausell, former acting 
Judge Advocate General and one of the 
leaders in the controversy over court- 
martial procedure, has been directed by 
Secretary Baker to prepare and submit a 
bill which in his opinion would correct de- 
ficiencies in the existing military justice 
system. 

Chairman Hurley, of the United States 
Shipping Board, has broken down in health 
from overwork. "He is now at St. Augustine, 
Fla., for rest. 


Pounik W. Woolworth, who started a five 
and ten cent store at Utica, N. Y., forty 
years ago, on a capital of $50.00 and 
ev entually became the millionaire proprie- 
tor of a great chain of these stores in the 
United States, Canada and England, died 
suddenly April 8th at his home at Glen 
Cove, Long Island. 

Forecast by the Department of Agricul- 
ture estimates that the nation’s winter 
wheat crop would total 837,000,000 bushels, 
the largest crop ever grown. 


FOREIGN 


Serious economic conditions in Japan, 
caused by the suspension of munitions man- 
ufacture and a growing demand for uni- 
versal suffrage, have been reported in of- 
ficial advices from Tokio. 

Hight hundred representatives of British 
labor and capital at a meeting of the in- 
dustrial conference unanimously adopted 
the report of the provisional joint commit- 
tee of the conference, which will most 
probably prove to be British labor’s Magna 
Charta and at the same time a death blow 
to the irresponsible and Bolshevistie labor 
element. 

President Poincare has commuted to ten 
years’ imprisonment the death sentence 
imposed on Emile Cottin, who, in an at- 
tempt to assassinate Premier Clemenceau 
on February 19th last, shot and severely 
wounded him. The commutation of the 
sentence was on the recommendation of 
Premier ‘Clemenceau. 

Six battalions of Japanese troops have 
been sent to Korea to suppress disturb- 
ances, which are spreading, according to a 
cablegram from Tokio. 

The evacuation of the Black Sea port of 
Odessa by the Allied forces has been con- 
firmed officially. 


MISCELLANEOUS 


The Armenian peace delegation has made 
an appeal to the American press for assist- 
ance in relieving the suffering in Armenia 
from famine and plague. 
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Many opportunities in Chile, Peru and 
Ecuador for American exporters are cited 
in a report issued by the foreign and do- 
mestic commerce bureau of the Department 
of Commerce. 

Secretary Baker took passage, April 7th, 
on the transport Leviathan for France. He 
was accompanied by C. W. Cuthell, War ¢ 
Department representative on the Ameri- ‘ 
can Liquidation Commission and by his 
secretary. 

The Women’s Industrial Commission, 
which the National War Work Couneil of 
the Y. W. C. A. is sending abroad to meet. 
labor leaders in England, France, Italy and 
Belgium in order to discuss labor problems 
affecting women, has sailed for England. 

Vice ‘Admiral Wm. 8. Sims, commander 
of the American naval overseas forces 
which helped to bring about the surrender 
of the German flect, received a welcome 
commensurate with his achievements.on his _ 
arrival last week aboard the Mauretania. 


ARMENIAN AND SYRIAN RELIEF | S 


[The following are extracts from letters: - Re 
written by Dr. James L. Barton, chairman 
of the American Committee for Armenian 
and Syrian Relief, now in the Near Bast __ 
in charge of the relief work of the com- 
mittee, telling of the progress of the. 
tribution of supplies to res Sistemas wl 


mittee of which the Baitor of the ‘ « 
senger’’ is a member.] 
Constantinople 
None of you must expect, long or : 
letters from me while I am in Turkey. 
are receiving our supplies and it 
small job to warehouse 18,000 tons of stu 
10,000 mixed cargo andi the rest flour. ‘Th 
first ship is unloaded, the second (flour) 
discharging and the "third is due here 
Wednesday, three days from now. 
are already loading a cargo for Batc 
and also are starting out empty to Smyri 
fora cargo to New York. In this way “ay 
will much more than reimburse oursel 


sion from Washington last night 
these ships back, and we expect to 
least $100 a ton for freight. I 
expect to get quite so deep into the 
ping business when I came out. 


Tam getting into relations wited 
our interior missionaries. Communi 
are opening up slowly. It remains 
seen how the roads are away from the 


We are all to travel by rail in freight 
ears furnishing our own berths and each 
man his own porter. Our train will con- 
sist of 20 ears at least, passengers and 
supplies. This trip is primarily an explor- 
ation tour to see what is and what needs to 
be done and can be done. We are having 
a man at each one of the stations touched 
~as a preliminary preparation for fuller 
occupancy as soon as our workers come. 
They will prepare to receive supplies and 
send reports. This is a pretty rainy sea- 
son here and mud is plenty and then some. 
New troops are constantly arriving, and 
some are pushing into the interior of 
Turkey and Russia. It is a pretty hustling 
time with us in a land where ‘‘hustle’’ is 
adjourned. The Russian ship of supplies 
got off on the 26th with Dr. Main in charge. 
It carried 6,000 tons of flour, 7,000 pairs 
shoes, 1,000 cases condensed milk, cloth, 50 
sewing machines, etc. We take much less 
stuff but will open the way for regular 
_ shipments by rail to all rail heads. Every- 
thing not nailed down tight has to be put 
under foreign guard all the time. 


Constantinople. 


TL am just now about to start down to 
Ismid, where we have one ship unloading 
and another expecting to arrive to-day. 
That is the harbor we are using for stor- 

ing our supplies and from which we shail 
ship into the interior. On the 6th of 
March we expect to start in a 25 car train 
to go down the entire length of the Bagdad 
Railway so far as it is running, leaving 
_- workers and supplies all along. We are 
riding in freight cars, as they inform us 
that passenger cars are decidedly unsafe. 
- The work is going on here as well as we 
could possibly expect considering that we 
_ are in the East. Some of my ‘colleagues 
who have never been in the Hast before, 
_ chafe a little over the slowness of things, 
but I think they are beginning to realize 
. that they cannot move with quite so much 

_ speed here as they are used to in America. 
_ Nevertheless, with only two weeks on the 
er _ ground, we have got off one shipload of 
a supplies to the Caucasus, have unloaded two 
_ ships, established our office, got into operat- 
ing relations with all the High. Commis- 
sioners and the religious communities of 

_ Constantinople and are about to receive our 
third and last ship with some thirty work- 
* ers, whose destination has already been 
_ decided upon. We also have plans com- 
pleted for our supply train and wires laid 
_ across the country. 

Our ‘Commission is all well and working 
_ splendidly. In the two weeks we have 
been here not a member of the Commission 
has turned aside a block for any sightsee- 
: ing or anything of that kind. Admiral! 
Bristol is a marvelous help, co-operating 
at every point. He is giving us an 800-ton 
hip to take us down to Ismid to-day to 
t+ the Pensacola and its thirty workers, 
will be distributed from there, most 
them not coming to Constantinople. 
We come back after a day and then take 
train for the interior. Doctor Moore 
the expedition to Konia, Cesarea, and 
, accompanied by Lieutenant Moore, 
director of our transportation. Presi- 
Gates and his son, Moore and Mr. 
res go with me. Mr. Irwin and Mr. 
idge accompany Doctor Moore. 


(Signed) James L. Barton 


DIAN FAMINE CONDITIONS WORST 
IN FORTY YEARS 


ent appeals to Americans for aid in 
have been reaching the Federal Coun- 
. Rey. R. A. Hume, senior American 
ry to Ahmednagar, India. The 
ume has been 44 years in India. 
time Be. has seen pestilences 


on," 


searcity and high cost of foods ahd ma- 
terials for clothing is the spread of a de- 
vastating epidemic of influenza. Bread 
winners of families have been disabled by 
the disease and their wives and children 
wander through the streets begging for 
food. 

The Indian Government has opened up 
various avenues of relief. It is importing 
rice from Burma; has prohibited the ex- 
port of grain except to Mesopotamia; has 
appointed a Controller of food and prices; 
is opening relief work, etc. But -co-operat- 
ing non-official relief efforts, supplement- 
ing governmental measures, are absolutely 
necessary. The government has consented 
that appeals be sent to Great Britain and 
America. 


The people of India, and more particu- 
larly the American missionaries who have 
devoted their lives to work in India, look 
with the utmost confidence to the American 
Red ‘Cross for assistance, because of the 
fact ‘that India gave generously of her 
scanty means to our Red Cross war fund. 
In several instances these donations have 
financially embarrassed prominent natives 
who might otherwise now make larger con- 
tributions for India’s own dire need. 

Rev. Mr. Hume writes that there has 
been established in India a committee qual- 
ified by previous work of this same nature, 
to administer the relief sent from America. 
The fate of the people of India at this 
critical time rests with them. The need is 
greater than has ever been known before. 
Not only is food scarce, but it is much more 
expensive than it has been during any 
previous time of famine. And material for 
clothing for the poor is of such worthless 


- quality and exorbitant cost, that much suf- 


fering has been endured from need of 
proper garments. 

Rev. Mr. Hume likens India in her 
eager appeal to America for aid, ‘to the 
Syro-Phoenecian woman who besought our 
Lord for healing. ‘‘Even the dogs eat of 
the crumbs which fall from their. master’s 
table.’? 


BETHANY ORPHANS’ HOME 
Rey. W. F. More, D. D.," Superintendent 
Surprises 


We had a number of them lately, and 
there were some things about them that 
make them very interesting to others as 
well as to us here at the Home. 


The first came on Sunday morning, March 
30th. Before I left Applegate Lodge a lit- 
tle boy came with all haste and told me 
to hurry up to the house, that some one 
had been in the office during the night and 
had broken open a drawer, that the room 
was full of burnt matches and that every- 
thing was in confusion; also that a horse 
and the rubber tire carriage was missing. 
On examination I found that probably be- 
tween fifteen and twenty dollars in cash 
and in postage stamps had been stolen. 
This was surprise number one. 


The second came on Sunday, April 6th. 
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When the children came into the large 
dining room for dinner each child found a 
little house at each plate. The houses 
were made of picture post cards, there be- 
ing 14 such ecards to each house. They 
looked very pretty. The children were 
delighted and all through the meal they 
stopped every now and then, handled them, 
turned them over to see the pictures on 
each side and with every turn there was a 
new surprise and as great a surprise as any 
was when they discovered that the houses 
were full of candy. This was surprise 
number two. 


The third surprise came when the chil- 
dren were told who made the houses and 
who filled them with candy. They were a 
numiber of good women most of whom 
had never received any direct benefit from 
the Home and probably never will. They 
did it from pure love of the cause and in- 
terest im the children. Perhaps they 
thought of the text, ‘‘Inasmuch as ye have 
done it to one of the least of these,’’ ete. 
It was a labor of love; much labor, show- 
ing much love and giving much pleasure. 
To learn of such an example of loving self- 
sacrifice, that was surprise number three. 


The fourth surprise came yesterday when 
we learned who probably robbed the orphan 
boxes and the money drawer. We had. sus- 
picions before. We knew it must have been 
some one perfectly familiar with things at 
the Home. We felt sure that it must have 
been one of about six whom we could have 
named, and yet we were surprised to find 
that the last one who came under suspicion 
was in all probability the one who did the 
deed. That one whom the Home had be- 
friended, who owed to the Home about all 
the good that is in him (seemingly very 
little) should make such a return to the 
Home and to the Church and to those who 
eared for him when he was helpless, that 
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was surprise number four. 


To what depth, of degradation ean a 
human being sink and to what heights of 
beautiful service can the godly rise, this is 
surprise number five. Indeed, it is a per- 
petual surprise. 

PHOEBE DEACONESS AND OLD 


FOLKS’ HOME, ALLENTOWN, PA. 


Rev. R. M. Kern, Superintendent. 


Two bequests have recently come to the 
Home; the one represented the residue of 
the estate of Miss Harriet Frick, it amount- 
ing to $844.15; the other came from Miss 
Sarah Haaf, amounting to $762. Miss Har- 
riet Frick is from Norristown, Pa., and 
Miss Haaf is from Allentown, Pa. 

It is a source of supreme satisfaction to 
the management of the institution to re- 
ceive these bequests. It is not only that 
much money, but it shows that the friends 
of the institution are thinking of our 
Home and that they are willing to put 
their money into it. There is no doubt 
that we are giving our aged homeless resi- 
dents a good comfortable home. There is 
no doubt that they need it very much, and 
the day is not far distant when the Home 
ought to be enlarged, in order that we 
need not turn away as-many as we do. If 
our Home were twice as large it would not 
be long before it would be filled to its ut- 
most capacity, receiving people only who 
are worthy of our love and care. These 
bequests are a source of great encourage- 
ment to the men and women who have the 
welfare of the institution at. heart. 

The storm did not forget us. It tore 
some of our spouting down and did other 
slight damage. What the storm has done 
has been repaired, and the janitor is busy 
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down the fence and sawing it up for 
kindling wood. That is all it is really 
worth. Nature is doing its best, and it 
will not be long before our premises will 
again look very “beautiful, 

“The Ladies’ Auxiliary, the janitor and 
the world of nature seem to be working to- 
gether all making preparations for June 
19, when we expect our many friends from 
far and near will pay us a visit. 


Obituary 


MINERVA PELLMAN BEARD 


It was a sad message to St. John’s con- 
gregation that announced the death of 
Minerva Pellman, the ‘beloved wife of 
John A. Beard, Esq., Mifflinburg, Pa., for 
the reason that she was one of those mem- 
bers that must be classed with the ‘‘best’’ 
and also because the last word was from 
her own hand that she was very well and 
fast recovering. All were happy that she 
soon would be home from the hospital, 
where she had undergone an operation. It 
was while all looked so favorable that she 
went from us into her heavenly home. Her 
death brought the whole community .into 
sorrow, for she was loved by all. She was 
so loyal to her Church, so devoted to her 
Master, so ready to help and give, so sym- 
pathetic and charitable that few can be 
better than she. She lived for Christ and 
death for her is gain. Just a short while 
ago her invalid mother, for whom she 
cared, and her sister, Mrs. James Snod- 
grass, had gone home and how happy now 
they shall be together. These faithful 


workers have left behind a splendid record . 


transforming the grounds into a place of and their names will always Set Our 
perfect delight. He is gradually tearing loss is their gain. 
ry fpr : See nN 
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SUNDAY SCHOOL LESSON 
Prof. Theo. F. Herman, D. D., Lancaster, Pa. 


First Sunday after Easter. April 27, 1919 


THE HOLY SPIRIT OUR HELPER 
Acts 2: 1-8, 14-18 : 


Golden Text—If ye then, being evil. 
know how to give good gifts to your chil- 
dren, how much more shall your heavenly 
Father give the Holy Spirit to them that 
ask him? Luke 11: 13. 


Lesson Outline—1. God the Spirit. 2. 
The Gift of the Spirit. 3. The Work of 
the Spirit. 


The third cardinal doctrine of our Christ- 
ian faith is that of the Holy Spirit. All 
Christians believe in it, but very few seem 
to understand it. The Book of Acts, in 
which our lesson is found, has been called 
the ‘‘ Acts of the Holy Spirit.’’ It throbs 
with power. It is a chronicle of mighty 


deeds. They were wrought by men who- 


ascribed their power to the Holy Spirit. 
Can we form an intelligent idea of this 
mighty Spirit, or is He wholly incompre- 
hensible? 
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I. God the Spirit—It is comparatively 
easy to form definite conceptions of God 
the Father and the Son. Father and Son 
are concrete terms, which our human ex- 
perience enables us to grasp. But when 
we speak of God the Spirit we may feel 
ourselves sinking into an abyss of mys- 
tery. .The very name ‘‘Spirit’’ is a vague 
word. To most men it denotes little more 
than a phantom. Hence one finds, even 
among intelligent ‘Christians, much vague- 
ness and uncertainty concerning God the 
Spirit. Sometimes this article of our faith 
is pushed aside, as being of no practical 
import; or else it is made the basis of a 
morbid and magical religion. 

There is only one way to form a definite 
conception of God the Spirit. We must 
reason from the known -to the unknown. 
We know the spirit in man, made in God’s 
image. Even here our knowledge is par- 
tial, but it helps us to understand the na- 
ture of the divine Spirit. Now the very 


essence of the spirit within us is our 


human capacity of reason, feeling, and 
will. We share our physical organism with 
the higher animals. But the lowest man 
is differentiated from the highest animal 
by this triple crown of life—he possesses 
reason, will, and marvelous emotional ca- 
pacities. And when we speak of the spirit 


in man we mean his life under the conscious 


direction of these moral and rational facul- 
ties. 


Now something similar to this must be 


true of, God the Spirit, except that in Him 
these finite human ¢ ities are found in 
their infinite p patna Even in .men 
they vary a 1} 


* 
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others in the clearness of their intellect, 
in the power or purity of their emotions, 
in the strength of their will. Hence one 
can imagine them as existing in their per- 
fection in the Supreme Being. One may 
. think of God the Spirit as being the su- 
preme Thinker, Lover and Worker of the 
~ Universe. His divine mind has, thought 
out the vast scheme of existence of which 
we form as infinitesimal part. His heart 
* has suffused it with love, and His will is 
controlling and conducting it towards a 
worthy goal. This is a description, not a 
definition, of God the Spirit. It may be 
very inadequate, but it is true as far as 
it goes. It is in full accord with the teach- 
ing of Jesus, and it enables us to put a 
definite content into the vague term 
“¢spirit.?? 
Thus we can also form a definite con- 
ception of the activity of God the Spirit 
* throughout the whole universe, from the 
_ beginning of time. As the spirit of man 
dwells in his body, so God the Spirit is 
- immanent in the universe. And yet, as a 
; __ personal Spirit, He transcends the material 
_ order which He has created. He rules and 
S/ controls it even as the human spirit directs 
_ the body in which it dwells. Thus-in na- 
ture and in history, God is ever at work. 
There His thought, love, and will are con- 
stantly being exercised. He is the source 
of all life, and the fountain of all goodness, 
beauty, and truth. 
But the cleatest manifestation of the 
divine Spirit is seen in the moral and re- 
ligious life of mankind. Under His quick- 
ening of the conscience, our race advances 
- inmorality. It is because He is ever active 
in the soul of mankind that men bear the 
- fruit of repentance and righteousness, and 
seek communion with God in prayer and 
praise. 
But the fulness of that divine life is 
_/seen only in Jesus. God thé Spirit dwelt in 
Him, forming His thoughts, constraining 
His love, and ruling His will. And if we 
would understand the activity of God the 
Spirit in nature and history, we must first 
- see Him as He has revealed Himself in the 
life of the Master. Only those whom Jesus 
_ has baptized with His Spirit can apprehend 
vt the continuous and universal operation of 
the divine Spirit, in creation, revelation, 
and redemption, as the Father of mankind. 
II. The Gift of the Spirit—Our lesson 
relates the familiar story of the gift of 
- the Spirit on the day of Pentecost. The 
external phenomena are interesting, but 
they do not form the heart of the incident. 
- Wind, flame, and polyglot speech are mere- 
the symbols of a spiritual experiment 
hat was neither audible nor visible. What 
that spiritual expreience? i 
They were all filled with the Holy 
Ghost’’ (v. 4). The signs which accom- 
panied that outpouring of the Spirit were 
local’ and transient. But the great fact 
has remained permanent in the history of 
hristianity. Thousands of men, since then, 
ve received the gift of the Holy Spirit. 
a deeply mystical experience, since 
otes the entrance of God Himself into 
irit of man. But it is not a magical 
unintelligible experience. 
en impart their spirits to one another. 
mother’s spirit becomes incarnate in 
of her child. The impact of a teach- 
spirit is far more important for the 
il than the instruction given. Friend- 
1s a spiritual alchemy that blends two 
spirits into one. Thus, in our high- 
ae. holiest human telationeeree: we 
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God’s Bott to men. 
after that manner we must think of 
entecostal outpouring. There was no 
ut it. Neither was it a mechan- 
ction. We may say that it took 
‘cording to the law of spiritual af- 
i. e., God’s Spirit entered into men 
re prepared to receive Him. We 
thing about the preparation of 
ples, though we cannot follow 
‘It had begun years ago, 


and it reached its culminative climax on 
the day of Pentecost. Then they knew 
that the God whom Jesus had revealed 
dwelt permanently in them. Through Christ 
they had found access to the Father. Thus 
the Holy Spirit of God filled them with 
His life and endued them with His power. 

Essentially the same miracle of grace 
occurs whenever a soul is born into the 
Kingdom of God. Each soul must experi- 
ence its Pentecost. We cannot walk with 
Christ in the flesh, as did the early disci- 
ples, and thus prepare our hearts for the 
reception of God’s Spirit. But Jesus lives 
in His Gospel and dwells in His Church. 
We preach His word, we keep His com- 
mandments, we fellowship with His fol- 
lowers. Thus, as humble believers, as ear- 
nest seekers after truth and righteousness, 
we prepare our hearts for the reception of 
God’s Spirit. When men separate the gift 
of God’s Spirit from this vital prepara- 
tion in human spirits, they reduce it to a 
species of divine magic. 

III. The Work of the Spirit—The work 
of the Spirit is to give men power to bear 
witness to Christ (Acts 1: 8). 

“‘What meaneth this?’’ perplexed men 
asked on the day of Pentecost. The an- 
swer was a message and a ministry, words 
and works. The spirit-filled disciples pro- 
claimed ‘‘the mighty works of God’’ with 
their lips and in their lives. That was 
the work of the Spirit of God in them. 
And that is His work in all men. He en- 
ables them to bear living testimony to 
‘Christ. And thus He convicts the world 
of sin, of righteousness, and of judgment ; 
while for the disciples of Jesus He is the 
great Comforter, the Strengthener who 
guides them into all truth and assures them 
of eternal life. 


CHRISTIAN ENDEAVOR TOPIC 
By the Rev. Charles E. Schaeffer, D. D. 


April 27th. Christianity and the Toilers of 
America. Matt. 9: 35-38. 


This is one of the most vital and press- 
ing topies of the day. Developments with- 
in the last few months clearly indicate that 
the people in America are standing on the 
erest of a volcano and no one is able to 
predict at what moment the eruption may’ 
break forth. There is manifestly a serious- 
ly strained relationship existing between 
capital and labor in America, as there is 
likewise in other parts of the world, par- 
ticularly in Europe. There are thirty mil- 
lion workers in America. This is the larg- 
est army that has ever been mobilized. 
The country was wrought up to an intense 
enthusiasm when five millions of her men 
marched forth to fight against the enemy 
that assailed our ideals and menaced our 
liberties, but in comparison with the toil- 
ers, the soldiers of America are a small 
number. The workers of America are the 
bone and sinew of our American life. They 
make possible whatever of industrial pro- 
gress is being made in this country. They 
are an army that must be reckoned with 
and that precipitates problems of many and 
varied kinds. 

It may be in order to inquire into some 
of the causes which have brought about 
this present industrial revolution. The 
fact is that the troubles in the labor world 
had been developing prior to the War. 
They were about to break forth just before 
America entered into the World War, but 
out of regard for the interests that were 
at stake, and impelled by the spirit of 
patriotism, the laboring people held their 
claims in abeyance and were willing to 
serve in the interests of democracy and 
freedom, which were the ideals for which 
the War was waged. At the same time a 
number of industries were taken over by 
the Government and during the War labor 
was given a prestige and power and recog- 
nition by the Government as had never 
been the case heretofore, Many of the 
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claims and demands of labor. were readily 
granted; wages went up, hours were short- 
ened and in many ways the laboring man 
was made to feel that he was making a 
very real contribution to the world’s bet- 
terment and to the winning of the ideals of 
the War. But now the War is over and we 
are in a period of readjustment and! recon- 
struction, and such a period is always 
fraught with peril. The emergency is past; 
other conditions are beginning to develop. 
Some of the industries that were working 
to the limit of their capacity are now 
either shut down or reduced to the mini- 
mum. Furthermore, millions of our young 
men who had been taken out: of our indus- 
tries at the time of mobilization and were 
concentrated in our camps and conveyed 
across the sea, are now returning, and con- 
sequently we are facing a new labor situa- 
tion. Unemployment is on the increase, 
All of the large industrial centers in .the 
country are experiencing this. The iron 
and steel industries are laying off men. 
The textile concerns are on two-thirds time. 
It is said that Cleveland, Ohio, has a sur- 
plus of 75,000 workers, Dayton 11,000, To- 
ledo 8,000, Bridgeport, 'Conn., 7,500, Pitts- 
burgh 12,000. In the meantime prices of 
food and other commodities are still at 
topnotch, and in some instances have 
actually advanced. In some industries 
wages have been reduced. All these facts 
and factors, together with many others that 
might be mentioned, have produced a 
serious labor situation in America. 

A large number of workers in America 
are either foreign-born or the children of 
foreigners. They are being consciously or 
unconsciously influenced by the spirit of 
Bolshevism and anarchistic ideas and im- 
pulses, and this helps to augment the 
seriousness of the situation. All these con- 
ditions give rise to many problems. The 
problem of housing, of recreation, the race 
problem, the problem of the city, the prob- 
lem of wealth, the wage problem, the prob- 
lem of morality, of justice, must all be 
faced in the light of these new conditions. 
Our much boasted spirit of democracy is 
put to the test. There is a demand for 
democracy in industry as well as in govern- 
ment to-day. Washington Gladden, some 
years ago wrote: ‘‘Our industries are still 


largely om an autocratic or feudalistic | 


basis. We have been trying to correlate a 
political democracy with an_ industrial 
feudalism. They do not work well to- 
gether. I do not think that they will en- 
dure together. They are antagonistic prin- 
ciples. We may say what Lincoln. said of 
slavery and freedom: the country will be- 
come eventually all democratic or all 
feudalistic. The workmen will lose their 
political liberty or théy will gain their in- 
dustrial liberty.’’ 

When we come to study the fundamental 
thing in this issue we are constrained to 
express it in one word—selfishness. Josiah 
Strong says: ‘It is selfishness which ere- 
ates the problem of sweated industry and 
that of child labor and that of women in 
industry, making them the industrial com- 
petitors of men instead of co-laborers with 
them, thus profoundly affecting the family 
and the home. It is selfishness which com- 
pels men to work long hours, often times 
under unsanitary conditions and such high 
pressure as to wear them out by middle 
life, when they are flung away.’’ But the 
selfishness is not only on the side of cap- 
ital. It is also on the side of labor, Both 
capital and labor are struggling to control 
industry, each in its own interest. In- 
dustry is still too largely organized on the 
basis of-selfish competition rather than on 
unselfish co-operation. 

Now, it is here where Christianity must 
enter and perform its real mission. Christ- 
ianity must inspire the principles of un- 
selfishness, love and brotherhood among 
men. It must furnish ideals for all the 
affairs of human life. The infusion of the 
spirit of brotherhood devolves upon the 
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flavor of 


| The flavor of Coca-Cola is a com- 
| posite of natural fruits so delicately 
blended that the palate is unable to 
| distinguish any one of the compo- 
| nent parts—the result is a distinc- 


_ The art of compounding flavors has be- 
come a science which. requires a lifetime 
That is why it is so difficult to 
imitate the distinctive flavor of Coca-Cola. 


The slightest deviation from the delicate 
balance of flavors reveals the imitation. rf 
When you ask for Coca-Cola demand the 
genuine by full name — nicknames en- 
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Church. The spirit of democracy was in- 
trodueed into society by Christianity. 
Christianity has to do with bringing about 


proper relations among men of all classes . 
It must likewise interest it-’ 


and races. 
self in making* people’s temporal condi- 
tions better in this world. Its mission is 
not simply to get people to heaven when 
they die, but to create heavenly conditions 


for them while they live on earth. Christ-% 


ianity must have a message for capital. It 
must engender the spirit of helpfulness and 
justice and honesty into the hearts of em- 


plovers and into great business concerns. — 


Tt must likewise have a message for the 
laboring man. It must reveal to him his 


faults and failings. It must impart to him ° 


the spirit of self-control and the willing- 


ness to recognize that life consists of more | 


than simply the material things for which 
many of them are clamoring. 


Out of this great industrial conflict to- 
day let us hope there will emerge a new 
world order wherein men shall dwell to- 
gether in unity and in peace; where each 
man will get a proper return for his labor, 
and will not take advantage of his brother; 
when the Golden Rule will be observed by 
all men in their sphere of life; and when 
men. shall be brothers in deed as they are in 
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“Better than Pills 
For Liver Ills. 
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